[image: ]Gold Rush TU Chapter Meeting Minutes
January 5, 2021
[bookmark: _GoBack]Attendees: David Stubblefield, Jonathan Cabrera, John Mauldin, Bob Hooper, Deb Scott, Ken McKinnon, Chris Sloan, Sam Johnson, Bill Nelson, Steve Roll, Mike English, Mike Neubauer and Ralph Ripley
Our guest speaker was Sarah Baker, Fisheries Biologist, GA DNR Wildlife Resources Division who spoke about DNR’s annual wild trout population surveys, updates to the Trout Management Plan, native Brook Trout restoration, fish consumption guideline information, and whirling disease prevention. Here’s notes from Sarah’s informative and exceptional presentation:
Sarah’s Background: Sarah received a Bachelor of Science in Biology from the College of Idaho. During the course of earning her bachelor’s, Sarah participated in studies and tagging of Redband Trout in Idaho streams as well as cataloging water temperatures and the impact of cattle grazing on trout habitat.  She was a TU intern for two summers studying Brook trout and Yellowstone Cutthroat trout interaction. She worked with the Land Trust of the Treasure Valley studying and working to resolve sediment issues causes by mountain bike trails crossing streams.  She came east and received a Master’s from Auburn where she studied and reported on the impact of Stripers on Rainbow trout in the Chattahoochee River.  [image: ]

Updating Georgia’s Trout Plan: The last Georgia Trout Plan was published in 2001 and updating that plan is a major initiative for Sarah and the team at the DNR. As part of the update, she has reviewed similar plans from TN, NC, VA and WV.  The 2021 plan will focus on adding new fishable waters in Georgia, regulation signage improvements, trout habitat improvements, youth education programs, and increased access to fishing conditions reporting. 
The plan, which will encompass the years 2021 to 2031, is in a draft form and is being reviewed internally before its estimated release in late February or early March. [bookmark: _Hlk58390378][bookmark: _Hlk58390379]There is still time to purchase your 2021 Dream Tickets for the Idaho Fly Fishing trip for two as well as other great prizes? Proceeds Benefit Georgia TU Coldwater Conservation and Georgia Trout Camp. Go to  Georgia Council of Trout Unlimited (georgiatu.org) to purchase your tickets!

Georgia Trout Hatcheries Update:  The Lake Burton Trout Hatchery is located in Rabun County on Moccasin Creek next Lake Burton. It is currently being renovated and should be online in March. 	Comment by Baker, Sarah: Next hatchery update not yet determined.
Georgia Stream Egg and Trout Population: Sarah presented the results of a study that the DNR did of the trout population in Georgia.  Streams where healthy populations of fry were found include BigNet, Holcomb, PopCorn, Ridley and TotteryPole. Streams where there were healthy populations of adult trout included Holcomb, Broadcamp, PopCorn, Ridley, TotteryPole, Chattahoochee, BigNet and Long.  High water during the last three years has contributed to a reduction in the number of fry found in Georgia trout streams. In streams with both Brook and Rainbow trout, there is added pressure on Brook trout survival because a female Brook trout typically produces 60 to 80 eggs where a female Rainbow produces 200 eggs. 
Habitat Recording: The DNR studies trout habitat every 10 years, typically as part of the Trout Management Plan.  Sediment from runoff in campgrounds, recreation areas and trails can contribute to lower trout abundance in Georgia streams.  Typically, not an issue in elevations higher than 2,000 feet but is an issue at elevations ranging from 1,200 to 1,600 feet.  The increased flow of sediment is impacting the Brook trout population in Georgia and can be mitigated by planting programs.  Hemlocks are a popular tree to plant near streams with their roots holding the stream banks in place and providing protection against erosion. Population growth in North Georgia counties is expected to increase, which has the potential to increase sedimentation input into streams. To learn more, please visit Georgia Water Planning at https://waterplanning.georgia.gov/. 
Workdays and Volunteering: Due to COVID, all 2020 scheduled work programs were cancelled.  Hopefully, 2021 will allow TU chapters to help the DNR and U.S. Forest Service with stream habitat improvements and sediment control programs.  Sarah made a call out to find an engineering company that could donate hours to help with more complex issues and projects.  Let’s see if we can help!
Fish Consumption Guidelines:  Sarah covered fish consumption guides issues by the state of Georgia.  For more information, Gold Rush members can download the PDF found at the bottom of the page of this link, http://www.eregulations.com/georgia/fishing/fish-consumption-guidelines-georgia-waters/#:~:text=Fish%20Consumption%20Guidelines%3A%20Georgia%20Waters%20Georgia%20Fishing%20The,high%20fat%20source%20of%20protein%20in%20the%20diet. 
Whirling Disease and Gill Lice: Whirling disease is caused by Myxobolus cerebralis, a microscopic parasite that affects salmonid fish such as trout, salmon and whitefish. It has been confirmed in North Carolina. Gill lice is a parasitic zooplankton that generally attach to the gills, mouths and fins of salmon and trout. How can we protect Georgia’s trout streams? Do not stock from unauthorized hatcheries or relocate trout. Clean your gear after you have fished, especially out of state!  
Another Outstanding Program is planned for February:
Our February 2nd program will star Bob Borgwat, owner and general manager of Reel Angling Adventures. Bob will be speaking on fishing the ‘local’ waters of the southern Appalachian Mountains of Georgia, Tennessee and North Carolina. Bob and his guide team have more than 120 years of collective angling experience in these local waters. Bob is an award-winning contributor of more than 150 articles published as a freelance writer for state, regional, national and international fishing magazines and senior editor for 26 separate magazine titles. He is in his third year as the lead event coordinator for “Trout Fest” -- the Blue Ridge Trout & Outdoor Adventures Festival, planned this spring for April 24 in downtown Blue Ridge. He is an active member of the Blue Ridge Mountain chapter (#696) of Trout Unlimited; and is an active member and former president of the Georgia Outdoor Writers Association. https://reelanglingadventures.com.   
Dream Tickets Benefit our Chapter!
Have you purchased your 2021 Dream Tickets for the Idaho Fly Fishing trip for two as well as other great prizes? Proceeds Benefit Georgia TU Coldwater Conservation and Georgia Trout Camp.  Visit Georgia Council of Trout Unlimited (georgiatu.org) to purchase your tickets!
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