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July  2015  

Meeting this month at  

BIG CANOE 

Tuesday July 7,2015 

6:30 PM till 8:30 PM 

 

WE ARE  At BIG CANOE 

  



MEETING PLACE 
We will meet  the first Tuesday of the month at Big Canoe this month only  
. 

Dinner is served at 6:30 PM. while it lasts, and programs start around 
7:00 PM. All members and guest are welcome! 

 
Program begins at 7 PM. 
We also do “FLYSWATTERS” You bring two flies that you have tied or 
bought, one fly is donated to the chapter for a future raffle at the 
cookout; you will receive a ticket for the other fly which is placed on 
the FLYSWATTER. The Flyswatter Flies are raffled that night. Tickets 
may be purchased for $1.00. 
  
Also we do a 50/50 raffle. 
 
Visitors are welcome 
 
 
I 



MEETING PLACE/ PROGRAM 

• We will be having our monthly Chapter meeting next 
Tuesday, Jjuly 7   6:30pm, at the 

Big Canoe  

The July program is;  
 

 DNR's Patrick Rourke 

He will present a program on the wild brown trout of the 
Chattahoochee.  

REMEMBER TO RSVP FOR ENTERANCE  
 

• Call a friend and have him come with you. We'll see you there. 
 

 



Presidents message 
 

 

 

• As  we start through the middle of the summer, I think it is time that we stop and count our 
many blessings. Warren Martin, our Treasurer and one of or most active members suffered a 
stroke last weekend. He has been at Northeast Georgia Medical Center this past week, and 
has now returned home to convalesce. We would all like to wish Warren a speedy recovery, 
and we hope to see him on the stream again soon. 

•  
In the meantime, we will need an interim Treasurer. Is there anybody who would step up and 
help out? You will be formally trained and will have plenty of help. It’s not a hard job, but we 
do need somebody to fill it. Please let me know if you might be interested. 

•  
We have now completed two major workdays at Jones Creek and have made a lot of 
progress. We have restored stream structures on approximately one third of a mile of the 
stream, which is a huge accomplishment for two mornings. We have had great support from 
the Chapter, and young and old alike have had fun with the project. We hope to have another 
workday before the end of the year. I’ll keep you posted on the dates. 

•  
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Presidents message continued 

• We remain busy in other areas of the Chapter. The program at the VA Clinic in Oakwood 
remains a twice monthly commitment, and has both helped the vets and stimulated interest 
in TU. Our Trout in the Classroom project is silent for the summer, but will soon kick off again 
as school begins.  

•  
And lastly, the preparation for our annual Fly Fishing Festival has begun. This year we are 
going to raffle off a personal pontoon boat. The craft is a Classic Colorado XT Inflatable 
Pontoon with a transport wheel. We have gotten the craft already and assembled it. This 
would be perfect for a small lake, or a stream like the Holston. We will be selling 200 tickets, 
and the raffle will take place at the Festival. Don’t wait too long to buy your tickets. They 
probably won’t last long. This would be a perfect boat to deflate and put in the corner of 
your garage, and have ready to go at a minute’s notice. For tickets, contact Win Crannell at 
wcrannell@windstream.net. 

•  
Our July meeting will be held at Big Canoe. This is a great venue, and our program Will be 
Patrick Rourke of DNR, speaking on the wild brown trout population of the 
Chatahoochee  River below Buford Dam. This is good program, so please try to make an 
effort to get there to see it. 

•  
Let’s keep fishing and working together as we get through the next couple of months and get 
to fall. I’ll see you at the meeting! 

• Mike 
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Is there a secret to untangling knots 
  

• Have a question you want answered? Email it to us at ask@midcurrent.com. 

• Question: You’ve written several pieces about which knots to use for terminal tackle, but nothing about the other kind of common 
fly-fishing knots: the unintended ones you create because of wind or bad casting. A guide once told me that about half his job was 
untangling other people’s knots. Are there any secrets to the process? 

• via email 

• Answer: Well, I don’t know about secrets, but there are certainly some untangling strategies that I learned during my guiding days. That 
said, when it comes to tangled leaders, I’ve always divided anglers into two camps: cutters and untanglers. Cutters believe that anything 
but the simplest tangle isn’t worth bothering with, so instead they simply cut above the knot and re-tie the leader. If you’re good with 
leader knots and have an endless supply of monofilament, this might be a good strategy. 

• Untanglers—a group to which I belong—see every knot as a challenge to be met head-on. The exception to this rule is that rising fish 
demand a speedy solution, even if it means cutting a tangle you could undo if you had the time. Rising fish wait for no man. 

• That said, here are some strategies for detangling your leader. 

• If you are fishing a tandem rig, immediately cut off the bottom fly at the hook bend of the top fly. If you don’t, you’ll find that the 
dropper fly keeps wrapping itself around stuff while you’re working on another part of the tangle. 

• If you are fishing a bushy dry fly or a big streamer, you may want to cut that off, as well. Such a fly is hard to thread through small loops, 
which is frustrating. For most tangles, I prefer to leave smaller flies attached because they give you a visual reminder of where the end 
of the line is when you’re working farther up. Plus, the fly gives you some weight to work with when you’re trying to unspin parts of the 
tangle. 

• The key thing to remember is this: Things wrap around other things. The vast majority of tangles aren’t really knots, in which the end 
of the line is actually interwoven with the standing line. What looks like a convoluted mess will become clearer when you start to look 
for how parts of the tangle are wrapping around each other. If you can unwrap them in the reverse order, you’re golden. 

• Never pull on the ends of the tangle, even if you think you’re almost done solving it. This may serve to create a smaller, tighter tangle 
that’s even harder to undo. 

• Many nippers have a small pick for poking the glue out of hook eyes. Use this to gently pull apart tight parts of the tangle or “wind 
knots.” 

• Use your mouth as a third “hand.” By holding parts of the tangle in your mouth, you can use both hands to work elsewhere. However, 
do not employ this method on streams known for giardia or “beaver fever.” 

• All of these strategies aside, the best way to deal with tangles is to try not to create them in the first place. That means you must work 
on becoming a better, smoother caster. 

 

mailto:ask@midcurrent.com


Jerry Woods retirement 

• Retirement of Jerry Wood - US Forest Service 

•   

• If you have ever joined us for a stream 
workday, you know Jerry Wood. Jerry has 
always been a strong supported of 
TU. He shared his leadership and experience 
to help in all our stream restoration projects. 
On  Fri June 19, a retirement party was held 
in Blairsville to honor Jerry and his 36 plus 
years of service. Carl Riggs, our Council 
Chairman, along with Sherman and I were 
there to thank Jerry for all his years of 
support. Carl presented a beautiful plague on 
behalf of our council and all chapters. Jerry is 
also a great friend and says he will be back - 
"occasionally" to help us out. We all hope to 
see him again - on the streams. We all wish 
him the best 

 



Trout Camp 
• Trout camp 2015 is officially in the books and was very 

successful in every 
aspect . 
 

• We had 24 great kids , no disciplinary problems , no 
injuries , no weather 
issues , great accommodations , wonderful food , and on 
and on . 
Ally and Sydney were both great examples that every one ( 
including adults ) 
should follow ! Both were always smiling , on time , and 
participated in 
all activities . They did a great job in representing the Gold 
Rush Chapter 
and I know their families are proud of them , as they 
should be . 
 
I would like to personally extend an invitation to these 
campers and their 
families to attend a chapter meeting where the girls could 
give an over- 
view of their experiences at Trout Camp - if they would like 
to. 
 
I would also like to encourage both these young ladies to 
stay active in 
this great sport as it will afford them the opportunity to 
meet a wide 
variety of people and might also open some doors for 
them down the 
road. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sherman Head Alley Jones and Sidney Grant 



Kids fishing at Lake Winfield Scott 

Fishing with her very own rod 

Courtesy of Cabela’s 

Sherman at casting contest  

A favorite with the kids 

 



Thanks Art 

• We Had a guest tier last month at our fly tying session 
 

•  Art Hasselman  stepped in to  teach us how to tie the Parachute 
Adams. Art is a member of our Chapter and has many years of 
experience both tying and fishing. Mike has  tied with him, and he is 
an excellent tier and instructor. He has been gracious enough to 
volunteer to fill in for Mike in his absence this month.  
 

• Art did a fine  job on instruction of the pattern, Parachute Adams, 
and had some great  methods  that we had not seen . 
 

•  Art is admittedly  a  student of “ old  school” tiers . Sometimes the 
old ways  are the best ways, his methods were very helpful 
 

• We also tied a version of “ Walt’s worm” , which turned out to be 
on the menu of a nice rainbow at Cherokee the following week 
 



Fly tying 

• NEXT  TYING SESION WILL BE 

• July 9
th

    AT THE AMERICAN LEGION IN 
DAHLONEGA 

• On the hill behind Chic-fill-lay 

• The pattern is a ___TBA ___________. 

•  
Mike’s videos are available to be viewed at : 

• You tube Gold Rush TU Fly Tying videos  
• Or 

• Go to the gold Rush web site and drop down 
Fish’n and click on videos 

 



WORK DAY ON JONES CREEK 
• Yesterday our Chapter was the lead on a Council workday at Jones Creek. This was a 

continuation of our ongoing conservation project which we started last month. Again we 
made good progress as we worked the morning away.  We had the following members of our 
Chapter participate; 
 
.Ken Nichols    Ken McKinnon   Fred Ruppel    Sherman Head     Warren Martin    Mike 
Thornton 

        John Mann     Bill Nelson   George Parson    Paige Parson     Brock Livingston   Art Hasselman   
Jeff Bolles 
 
We also had six members of the Upper Chattahoochee Chapter and three USFS personnel. 
This morning was just a lot of fun from the get go. Breakfast at the Wagon Wheel, caravaning 
to creek side, and then working toward restoring this beautiful little stream. Whether it was 
throwing rocks, pulling limbs, preparing lunch, or just encouraging others, we all had that 
same sense of camaraderie.  
 
For those of you who were there, I would like to thank you and give you a big pat on the 
back. Job well done! If you weren't able to make it this Saturday, I would encourage you to 
come join us the next time. Warren is planning to have another Chapter workday before the 
end of the year. There is also the possibility of two or more people doing smaller bits during 
the week.  If you are interested, just contact me or Warren Martin, and we'll point you in the 
right direction.  



JONES CREEK WORKD DAY ONE 



Jones creek 

MORE ROCKS PLEASE 



REMOVE LOG JAM 



Jones Creek day two 

Round up 

More rocks 



Jones Creek 

First things first : 

 

 prep lunch area 



PROJECT HEALING WATERS 
 

 

 

• A reminder that we have a need for volunteers for our Project Healing Waters program at the 
Oakwood VA Clinic in Beaufort. 

• As the weather has warmed more volunteers are needed if we expect this great program to 
succeed. We are planning fishing trips and will need volunteers for help on the water. 

• OUR PROGRAM RUNS THE FIRST AND THIRD WEDNESDAYS OF EACH MONTH 

• We have partnered with OPERATION RIVERS TO RECOVERY” headed up by Scott Kesler – thru 
our PHW program . 

• Scott is very good at getting Vets out on the water and fishing, we have had the opportunity 
to lend a hand water side on some private trophy waters this spring. 

• Some great opportunities are coming up this fall to put together a great outdoor fishing 

program. 



Fishing and face book 

 

 

 

• As most folks today have a face book account which is a great way to keep up with all aspects 
of fly fishing.  

• Gold Rush chapter-trout unlimited  

• The chapter has a face book page along with neighboring clubs ,Foot Hills. 

• I for one will start posting : when I plan to go fishing so any one that wants to tag along with 
me or would like company to tag along with them can post up.  

• You can also post  your fishing repot with or with out pictures, follow TIC ,  



More upcoming  

 
• July 18 Work Day  Lovinggood Creek--Gold Rush 

support  
• July 25  Work Day  Martin's Branch 

 
• August 22 Work Day  Boggs Creek  
• September 12  Council Meeting  Cabelas  
• Sept 19

th
 TIE ONE ON at Bass Pro Shop  

• September 26  Outdoor Adventure Day  
• October 3     Fly fishing Festival at Frog Hollow 
• October 16-18 Project Healing Waters  Blue Ridge  
• December 5  Council Meeting  Gainesville 

 
 



T shirts now available 

Earn a t shirt by showing up at the upcoming work days   

 Shirts can be ordered at regular club meetings 

They are $16.oo each for short sleeve or can be earned by volunteering              

for a work day project 

Long sleeve are $18.00 each 



LINKS AND SITES 

Of course the best place for information is our own web site 
goldrushtu.org 

WE also have a facebook page: 

Gold Rush Chapter-Trout Unlimited 

 

For those with a face book account : 

• Federation of fly fishers 

• R&R fly fishing 

• Fisherman’s handbook 

• Also U Tube ( fly fishing ) has great videos on fishing and tying  

• The Itinerant Angler podcast 

• askaboutflyfishing.com ( another pod cast) 

• ngto.org ( North Georgia Trout On line)  

• froghollowflyfishing.com (A special friend to Gold Rush) 

•Thenewflyfisher.com  (an online magazine free)  

•http://www.orvis.com/news/fly-fishing/tuesday-tip-how-to-tie-and-fish-tandem-
rigs/#.UcnFXz44Vps 
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•CONTACT LIST  

 

•President-           Mike Thornton  drtrout@bellsouth.net 

•Vice President-  Ken McKinnon/ newsletter, PHW, TIC                 

                                                         Wildturkeyflyer@gmail.com 

•Secretary-          George Parson    Secretary@goldrushtu.org 

Treasurer-  Warren Martin  treasurer@goldrushtu.org 

 

Board members/ committee chair 

John Simmons    past President / web site johnsi@goldrushtu.org  

Winn Crannell      board member/ education   wcrannell@windtream.net                                                                

Fred Ruppel TU council rep.  streamwalker2@aol.com 

Ben trail  raffle boss               btrail@windstream.net 

Mike Thornton fly tying   drtrout@bellsouth.net 

Pat Pattillo education  jrpat@windstream.net 

Marge Ruppel sunshine   mar2391@aol.com 

Richard Braun       membership                       ribboiler@yahoo.com 

Sherman Head      mentoring/ trout camp       beartooth@windstream.net 
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