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MEETING PLACE 
We normally meet the first Tuesday of the month at Camp Gilson just north of 
Dahlonega. 

Dinner is served at 6:30 PM. while it lasts, and programs start around 
7:00 PM. All members and guest are welcome! 

 
Program begins at 7 PM. 
We also do “FLYSWATTERS” You bring two flies that you have tied or 
bought, one fly is donated to the chapter for a future raffle at the 
cookout; you will receive a ticket for the other fly which is placed on 
the FLYSWATTER. The Flyswatter Flies are raffled that night. Tickets 
may be purchased for $1.00. 
  
Also we do a 50/50 raffle. 
 
Visitors are welcome 
 
 
I 



MEETING PLACE/ PROGRAM 
 
 

• We will be having our monthly Chapter meeting next Tuesday, March 3, 6:30pm, at the 
•  Bob Cagle Program Center, Camp Glisson. This is the same place 

we met last month and is a wonderful venue. 
 

 Sam Johnson is giving the program. It's in two parts; 
 

• 1.Canoeing the Great Okefenokee Swamp, and 
 

• 2.Fishing Moraine Park in Rockie Mountain National Park in Colorado. 
 

• Be sure to not miss this presentation  
• Sam is a founding father of the Gold Rush Chapter besides 

being  very knowledgeable and can be quite entertaining   
 

• Here is a link to the map of Camp Glisson; the Cagle Program Center is denoted as "B" on the 
map. 
 
http://tour.mapsalive.com/22372/page1.htm 
 
 

• Call a friend and have him come with you. We'll see you there. 
 

 

http://tour.mapsalive.com/22372/page1.htm


Presidents Message 

• Message from the President 

• April 2015 

•   

• It’s April and so much is happening. After a few months of winter’s rest, the mountains are once again 
coming to life. The trees are beginning to green, the weather is warming, and the trout are starting to bite. 
It’s such a great time to be in our little corner of the world! 

•   

• Our Chapter is also gearing up for a busy spring and summer.  The third week of April sees our first 
camping trip of the year. John Mann and Ken Nichols are leading a group to Apple Tree Campground in 
North Carolina. This should be a fun trip, and I hope they catch lots of fish as the delayed harvest season 
draws to a close. 

•   

• May is also busy. On Saturday the 16th, there will be a Council meeting in Clayton from 9am-12 noon. May 
also marks the beginning of the Council workdays. On May 23rd, there will be a workday at Sarah’s Creek. 
Our Chapter also has a special day planned in May. I’ll elaborate more on that toward the end of this 
message. 

•   

• On Saturday June 6th, we will be helping with the Kids Fishing Rodeo at Lake Winfield Scott. We have 
helped with this for the last few years, and it is a blast! Last year we helped prepare containers of worms 
and corn for the kids to fish with, and then helped with the event. Sherman and Fred held a casting 
contest. Sherman was later asked by the rangers to leave after he was caught fishing with a streamer in 
the roped off swimming area. The main problem with that was that there were kids swimming at the time. 
Fortunately, nobody was hooked. We later helped serve lunch to over 400 people. 

•   

 



Presidents message con’t 
• The next week, June 7-12, sees the annual Ga TU Council Trout Camp. We are once again sponsoring two campers, as well as providing mentors. Gold 

Rush is also leading a Council workday in June.  
•   
• July has two workdays scheduled; Saturday, July 18 at Loving Good Creek, and the following Saturday at 

Martin’s Branch. 
•   
• Our summer of service days ends on Saturday, August 22nd. We will return that day to Boggs Creek to 

continue a stream renovation project begun several years ago. 
•   
• Now, let me give you some exciting news. Our Board meeting in January was a planning session for the 

coming year. One of the ideas brought up was the possibility of a Chapter sponsored conservation project. 
Sounds easy enough, right? It turns out that this is a major undertaking. We have to come up with an idea, 
work through the Council, and in conjunction with US Forest Service, and DNR. What looked like a good 
idea suddenly seemed to be a 2-3 year project, just to get started. Well, Warren Martin took this under his 
wing, and now, less than three months later, the dream has become a reality.  Over the next few years, we 
will be renovating stream structures at Jones Creek in Lumpkin County. Jones is a beautiful little brown 
trout stream that is in need. We will be having our first major workday there on Saturday, May 30th. This 
will be in partnership wit the USFS, and the other chapters in the Council will be invited. There will also be 
chances for 2-3 people to go up during the week, and do smaller things. This is a great opportunity for our 
Chapter, and I would hope that each of you will participate. I’m still not sure how Warren did this, but it’s 
an outstanding achievement on his part. Working through the bureaucracies of the USFS, Ga TU Council, 
and DNR was not  

• easy! When you see Warren, please take the time to thank him for all his efforts. We will be in touch soon 
about the details. 

•   
• In closing, you can see we are active, and thanks to you, we are able to support these activities. I 

appreciate each and every one of you for all your efforts. I continue to say Gold Rush is the best Chapter in 
the Council, and it’s all due to you! 

•   
• Mike 

 



Council meeting notes 
• Here is a summary of the council meeting for our newsletter. 
•   
• The Georgia Council Quarterly Meeting was held on Sat March 14, 2015. The meeting 

was hosted by the Savannah River Chapter in Hartwell, GA. Gold Rush was well 
represented by Mike Thornton, Sherman Head, Jack Nelson and Fred Ruppel. The 
meeting was chaired by Kathy Breithaupt, the council first chair while our Chairman Carl 
Riggs continues his recovery. We were informed that Carl is doing very well and 
continues to be in good spirits. Todd Holbrook, CEO Georgia Wildlife Federation was a 
guest speaker. His message was to outline some of their activities and to thank TU for 
the outstanding partnership that has been in place for several years. After reports from 
all committee chairs, we discussed the upcoming events. Please contact me if you have 
any questions. 

•   
• * April 18 - Southeastern Rally - Asheville 
•   
• * May 30 - 31 - Cabela's Spring Fly Fishing Classic 
•   
• * September 19 - Bass Pro - Tie One On Fundraiser for Youth Education. 
•   
• Fred Ruppel 
• Cell - 678-520-4378 
• GA Council Rep. 

 
 

tel:678-520-4378
tel:678-520-4378
tel:678-520-4378
tel:678-520-4378
tel:678-520-4378


Appreciation award form the 
Chattahoochee National fish Hatchery  

Presented by Deputy Director Kelly Taylor  



Trout Camp 

• I am happy to announce that we have chosen two 
candidates to attend Trout Camp this summer. The two 
chosen are both daughters of Gold Rush members. 
 

• The first is Ally Jones. Ally is the daughter of Gary Jones, 
and has attended our last two Chapter meetings. 
 
The second is Sydney Grant, daughter of Kevin Grant. Those 
of you who attend fly tying may remember Sydney from 
one of our recent classes. 
 
I would like to congratulate both of these young ladies. 
They turned in strong applications, and I am sure they will 
make us all proud as they represent Gold Rush Chapter at 
this nationally recognized camp. Well done ladies! 
 
 



Hoot on the Hooch 
• Last night we had 8 of our Gold Rush members attend the annual Hoot on the Hooch in 

Helen The following people participated: 
 
Marge and Fred Ruppel.  Dawn and Ben Trail,   Becky and Brock Livingston, Win Crannell,    

• Mike Thornton. 
 

• Before supper, we all sat outdoors, beside the Hooch as it flowed through downtown Helen. I 
met some old friends and made some new ones as Chapters from all over the Council 
gathered. Supper was barbecue and was possibly the best I've ever had. I'm a southern boy, 
so that says a lot. The meal was capped off by a banana pudding that would have made Paula 
Dean proud. After supper, the raffles took place with the culmination in the Dream Trip 
drawing. No, we didn't win the trip, but John Simmons did win a fly box with 5 dozen flies. 
 
If you didn't make it this year, please consider attending next time. We always have a good 
group going, and everybody has a lot of fun. 

 
 

•  
 



Apple Tree Camp Out 
 

• We will be having our first Chapter camp out of the year on April 21st - 23rd at Appletree Group 
Campground, North Carolina. This camp ground sits near the Nantahala River, as well as other 
pristine streams in the mountains of North Carolina. Here is a link to the site; 
 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/nfsnc/null/recarea/?recid=48642&actid=79 
 
Our site will hold 25 campers. Please notice that only one wheeled vehicle is allowed to be in the 
site. All others must be tents. The site has it's own fire ring and restroom. This is a great place to 
kick back for a couple of days and fish the Nantahala while Delayed Harvest is still in effect. You also 
have a multitude of other small streams nearby to fish for wild trout. 
 

• The nights we have planned are a Tuesday and Wednesday. We have the possibility to also book the 
weekend, but we must do it by Monday. Cost will be approximately $10 per night. Five people are 
already signed up. If you want to participate, check your schedules, and let me know the nights you 
wish to come  

 

• 10 members are on the list already 

 

• Mike 

• drtrout@bellsouth.net 
•   

 

 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/nfsnc/null/recarea/?recid=48642&actid=79
mailto:drtrout@bellsouth.net


PROJECT HEALING WATERS 
• All are reminder that we have a need for 

volunteers for our Project Healing Waters 
program at the Oakwood VA Clinic in Beaufort. 

• As the weather will warm ( eventually) more 
volunteers will be needed as we expand to 
more casting and field trips for one on one  
help on the water. 



TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM 

 

• Our Chapter is sponsoring a Trout in the Classroom project 
this year at Lumpkin County High School. We placed an 
aquarium in a science classroom in September and placed 
trout eggs in it in October. These eggs soon hatched and 
baby trout have been growing ever since. In late April these 
trout fry will have reached a length of two to three inches 
and will be ready for release into a local stream.  

• We have chosen to release the trout in Cane Creek at Camp 
Glison . We will be able to  keep an eye on them for the next 
couple years  

• We plan to have a small ceremony with a few students and 
newspaper coverage. With all club members welcome to this 
ceremony on Camp property. Lunch will be served . 

 



Fishing and facebook 

 

 

 

• As most folks today have a face book account which is a great way to keep up with all aspects 
of fly fishing.  

• Gold Rush chapter-trout unlimited  

• The chapter has a face book page along with neighboring clubs ,Foot Hills. 

• I for one will start posting : when I plan to go fishing so any one that wants to tag along with 
me or would like company to tag along with them can post up.  

• You can also post  your fishing repot with or with out pictures, follow TIC ,  



Fly tying  

• NEXT  TYING SESION WILL BE 

• April  9
th

  AT THE AMERICAN LEGION IN 
DAHLONEGA 

• On the hill behind Chic-fiill-lay 
 

• **TBA** 
 

• Mike’s videos are available to be viewed at : 
• You tube Gold Rush TU Fly Tying videos  

• Or 

• Go to the gold Rush web site and drop down Fish’n and click on videos 

 



Up coming events 

• May: VETERANS APPRECIATION FISHING RODEO (May 8, 2015) – All U.S. Military 
Veterans are invited to attend. Rock Creek is stocked with beautiful Rainbow Trout 
for great fishing. Registration begins at 9 a 

• May: SPECIAL KIDS FISHING RODEO (May 13, 2015) -- These events, held in May 
each year, are for special needs youth from area schools. Volunteers work with the 
children to share the joys of fishing and the natural world. PRE-REGISTRATION IS 
REQUIRED AND NUMBERS ARE LIMITED. 

• THE ABOVE HAVE BEEN CANCELED DUE TO CONSTRUCTION AT THE HATCHERY 

 

 

• June: SENIORS FISHING RODEO (June 5, 2015) -- Adults age 55 and older are 
invited to the hatchery each year to enjoy great trout fishing opportunities and 
prizes. Registration begins at 9 a.m. 

• June: FAMILY FISHING FESTIVAL (June 6, 2015) -- Youth ages 16 and under have 
excellent trout fishing opportunities, along with expert demonstrations, free food, 
educational exhibits, fun activities and prizes 

 



More upcoming  

 
• April 11   Sweep the Hooch  
• April 18  TU Regional Meeting  Asheville  
• April 21-23 Apple tree camp out                see page 6 
• April  25  Release Trout from Classroom 
• May 16  Council Meeting  Clayton  
• May 23  Work Day Sarah's Creek  
• June 6  Kid's Fishing Rodeo  Lake Winfield Scott   
• June 7-12 Trout Camp   
• June 20  Work Day  Jones Creek,  Gold Rush Lead  
• July 18 Work Day  Lovinggood Creek,  Gold Rush support  
• July 25  Work Day  Martin's Branch 
• August 22 Work Day  Boggs Creek  
• September 12  Council Meeting  Cabelas  
• September 26  Outdoor Adventure Day  
• October 3     Fly fishing Festival at Frog Hollow 
• October 16-18 Project Healing Waters  Blue Ridge  
• December 5  Council Meeting  Gainesville 

 
 



Notes of interest 

• Saltwater anglers are 
> reminded that anyone with a valid Georgia fishing license, 
> including lifetime and senior license holders, who wants to 
> fish in saltwater after February 28th needs a FREE, annual 
> Saltwater Information Program (SIP) permit to go along with 
> their valid fishing license. 
> The SIP permit can be 
> obtained using the online GADNR license sales site by 
> visiting www.GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com, 
> from any current license vendor, or by telephone at 
> 1-800-366-2661 (M-F 8am – 8pm; Sat/Sun 9am – 
> 5pm). 
>  
> For more information, 
> answers to SIP permit Frequently Asked Questions, or to 
> access a tool to find license vendors in your area, visit 
www.CoastalGaDNR.org/SIP. 
 

http://www.gooutdoorsgeorgia.com/
tel:1-800-366-2661
tel:1-800-366-2661
tel:1-800-366-2661
tel:1-800-366-2661
tel:1-800-366-2661
tel:1-800-366-2661
tel:1-800-366-2661
http://www.coastalgadnr.org/SIP


Fishing  

• The fishing reports that I have herd about have been good as of late 

• I personally fished the Tuck with the “Foot Hills gang” and it fished very well. Depending 
where you were on the river made a difference on your fly of choice. Up stream a zibra midge 
was the hot fly, , mid river a Ray Charles was the ticket, a little further down stream a dry fly 
was working well  

• They also fished the Chauga  in South Carolina and did very well ( see face book post) 

•  The crappy weather I think has held the pressure down on the DH streams so this would be 
the time to get out there and take advantage of some good fishing  

 

• Any one having s good day on the water that would like to share send it along for next month 

 



13 Habits of Highly Effective Anglers 

  

• Check your knots.  Every single time they tie a knot, effective anglers give it a good tug to make sure it’s strong and seated correctly.  Every time.  It is 
very unusual for a really good angler to ‘break one off’. 

• Keep your hooks sharp.  Almost any time he touches his fly, a great angler will check its point to make sure it’s sharp.  If it’s not, he’ll sharpen it or 
replace it. 

• Organize your gear.  It’s kind of obvious when you say it this way, but having the right gear for the situation, organized so you can find what you 
need, helps a lot.  If you look inside the gear bag of an effective angler, you don’t see a big pile of doo doo. 

• Fish the near water first.  Anglers who catch a lot of fish always make some short casts into the near water first.  If you tromp right into the run and 
launch one out to 70 feet, your chances of catching that fish right on the bank are exactly zero. 

• Listen to your guide.  You’re fishing with a guide for a reason – she knows the water better than you do.  Truly good anglers don’t get all chest-
thumpy and think they know better than their guide – they let their guide do her job, and listen to what she says, and then they catch more fish. 

• Keep your fly in the water by minimizing false casts and re-casts.  You’re only fishing when your fly is in the water.  False casting and re-doing 
slightly sub-par casts wastes time and increases the chances that you tangle your line, snag your buddy, etc.  A fly in the air catches no fish – keep it 
in the water, even if it wasn’t the best cast you ever made in your life. 

• Keep the fly in the water by not constantly changing flies, sinktips, etc.  Wasting a few seconds at a time by false casting too much is one 
thing…wasting 5 minutes at a time by constantly changing your rig is brutal.  We’re trying to keep today’s article positive, but in this case we’ll say it 
like this – the least effective anglers we know burn an hour or more per day re-rigging when it makes little to no difference.  Focus on presentation 
and keep it in the water. 

• Take what the day gives you.  Fishing is complicated, and a bunch of variables impact what kind of techniques are going to work well on any given 
day.  Effective anglers aren’t rigid about their plans – they look at weather, water conditions and more, and base their plan on those variables.  They 
know that over the long term they’ll be able to fish the way they want to fish, and that they’ll have a lot more fun and catch a lot more fish in the 
process. 

• Let the fish eat.  How often have you heard someone say “man, I was way too slow on the hook set”?  OK, if you’re fishing for permit maybe so, but 
in most freshwater situations it’s a far more common sin to set the hook way too early.  Relax and let him eat it! 

• Practice your casting.  Golly this is such a no-brainer that it’s shocking how rarely supposedly ‘aspiring’ anglers do it.  Good anglers practice their 
casting, especially before a big trip.  We’ll invoke the Pebble Beach metaphor yet again – would you really spend all the time and money to go play 
Pebble Beach for 4 hours without going to the driving range a few times first?  Of course not – so why do so many anglers spend $5,000+ and 9 days 
on a fishing trip without practicing their casting even 2 or 3 times for 10 minutes each?  The world will never know.  Don’t even get us started on 
brand new rods and lines…you’re swinging that new club for the first time on the first tee at Pebble?  Really? 

• Never stop learning.  Truly great anglers know that they can learn something about fishing from almost anybody.  Get a bunch of actual experts 
together and you’ll find that they’re constantly asking each other questions, trying new techniques, changing things up and keeping an open 
mind.  That’s a big reason they’re as good as they are.  If you think you don’t have a lot more to learn about fishing, you’re wrong. 

• When in doubt, check for knots in your leader, a fouled fly, etc.  Effective anglers don’t want a boneheaded problem to screw up a fish on which 
they’ve done everything else right.  When they throw a tailing loop (when, not if) they check to make sure they don’t have a wind knot.  If they’ve 
been fishing an articulated pattern for a few minutes, they strip it in to make sure it’s not fouled.  If you have any doubt, make sure your rig is right. 

• Stay positive.  If you’re mad about your bad casting or that fish you just lost or the guy who just low-holed you or the new cover sheet for the TPS 
reports, you’re not going to catch very many fish.  This is a fact.  Effective anglers are anglers who are positive and grateful to have the opportunity to 
spend a day on the water.  This is a very powerful effect that we don’t totally understand – you certainly fish better when you’re happier, but beyond  
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fy3rjQGc6lA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fy3rjQGc6lA


Best times to fish streamers 
 

• Best times to fish streamers 

• I fell in love with streamer fishing the very first time I cast one. All it took was me bringing one trout to the net on a size 6 white Zonker, and I was 
hooked. I’ll never forget that beautiful 15″ wild rainbow trout, that I caught and released on a ten foot wide Southern Appalachian blue liner up in 
North Georgia back in the 90s. I remember the tiny stream being too overgrown and tight for me to make traditional fly casts so I crawled down on a 
flat boulder, stripped out some fly line and dead drifted the streamer downstream into a pool. Nothing happened at first but I didn’t give up. Instead 
of retrieving the fly all the way in, like most anglers regularly do, I instead made a few strips in and then let the streamer drift back down into the 
pool. On my third attempt, that gorgeous wild rainbow trout hammered my streamer and I brought it into my net. I still use that downstream 
stripping and drift back technique quite a bit when it’s called for. It works equally well with nymphs and dries. 

• The thing about streamer fishing that anglers need to understand is there’s always going to be hot days and cold days fishing with them. When the 
streamer bite is hot, they can out fish every other type of fly rig on the water. When it’s cold, it can be a whole lot of work with very little reward. 
Then again, you’ll never find out what the streamer reward is going to be if you don’t take a few minutes to fish one. Over the years, I’ve found three 
situations where streamers tend to fish really well for trout. 

• 1. OVERCAST DAYS 

• Cloudy days seem to improve streamer fishing significantly for trout and many other species of fish. If I had a choice, I’d much rather spend my time 
fishing streamers over fishing them during blue sky days. If you find the fishing slow on a cloudy day, tie on a streamer and fish it for a while, because 
you might find yourself with a big increase in hookups. Cloudy days have provided my clients some of my best days of fly fishing over the years. 

• 2. HIGH WATER 

• When the water is high, it makes trout feel more comfortable. You can smack a heavy streamer on the water and it won’t faze most trout in the 
water you’re fly fishing. The bigger profile fly of a streamer works in the anglers favor because it does a good job of catching the eyes and attention of 
the trout. The high water is also perfect conditions for trout to ambush and catch the prey of trout off guard. When you’ve got high flows, I highly 
recommend you giving streamers some fishing time. 

• 3. LOW LIGHT 

• This past week, I was fortunate enough to spend some time streamer fishing some gorgeous trout rivers in Wyoming and Idaho. Louis and I found 
that the first couple hours of the day during low light to provide exceptional streamer fishing. We caught our biggest trout of the trip with them. 
Streamers works exceptionally well in locations where the air and water temperatures are cold and the dry fly bite takes a while to warm up. 
Spending the first couple miles of river fishing streamers can pay big dividends. 

• Keep it Reel, 

• Kent Klewein 

 



T shirts now available 

Earn a t shirt by showing up at the upcoming work days   

 Shirts can be ordered at regular club meetings 

They are $16.oo each for short sleeve or can be earned by volunteering              

for a work day project 

Long sleeve are $18.00 each 



LINKS AND SITES 

Of course the best place for information is our own web site 
goldrushtu.org 

WE also have a facebook page: 

Gold Rush Chapter-Trout Unlimited 

 

For those with a face book account : 

• Federation of fly fishers 

• R&R fly fishing 

• Fisherman’s handbook 

• Also U Tube ( fly fishing ) has great videos on fishing and tying  

• The Itinerant Angler podcast 

• askaboutflyfishing.com ( another pod cast) 

• ngto.org ( North Georgia Trout On line)  

• froghollowflyfishing.com (A special friend to Gold Rush) 

•Thenewflyfisher.com  (an online magazine free)  

•http://www.orvis.com/news/fly-fishing/tuesday-tip-how-to-tie-and-fish-tandem-
rigs/#.UcnFXz44Vps 
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•CONTACT LIST  

 

•President-           Mike Thornton  drtrout@bellsouth.net 

•Vice President-  Ken McKinnon/ newsletter, PHW, TIC                 

                                                         Wildturkeyflyer@gmail.com 

•Secretary-          George Parson    Secretary@goldrushtu.org 

Treasurer-  Warren Martin  treasurer@goldrushtu.org 

 

Board members/ committee chair 

John Simmons    past President / web site johnsi@goldrushtu.org  

Winn Crannell      board member/ education   wcrannell@windtream.net                                                                

Fred Ruppel TU council rep.  streamwalker2@aol.com 

Ben trail  raffle boss               btrail@windstream.net 

Mike Thornton fly tying   drtrout@bellsouth.net 

Pat Pattillo education  jrpat@windstream.net 

Marge Ruppel sunshine   mar2391@aol.com 

Richard Braun       membership                       ribboiler@yahoo.com 

Sherman Head      mentoring/ trout camp       beartooth@windstream.net 
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