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MEETING PLACE 
We normally meet the first Tuesday of the month at Camp GLISON just north of 
Dahlonega. 

CAMP GLISON 
Dinner is served at 6:30 PM. while it lasts, and programs 
start around 7:00 PM. All members and guest are welcome! 

 
Program begins at 7 PM. 
We also do “FLYSWATTERS” You bring two flies that you have tied or bought, one fly is donated to the 
chapter for a future raffle at the cookout; you will receive a ticket for the other fly which is placed on the 
FLYSWATTER. The Flyswatter Flies are raffled that night. Tickets may be purchased for $1.00. Also we do a 
50/50 raffle. 

Visitors are welcome.  
 
This monthly meeting is for elections– be sure to get your 
name on the ballot--- send an email to President Mike ---- 
drtrout@bellsouth.com 
 
 

mailto:drtrout@bellsouth.com


Presidents message 

Our busy summer is over, and we now point to fall. Summer is traditionally a slow time in our 
year, but you sure couldn’t prove that to me. Every week we were involved with something; 
Chapter meetings, workdays, VA sessions, Festival planning, or organizing the new Trout in 
the Classroom program.  

 If I were an acrobat, I’d be doing a back flip right now as I think about our two newest programs. 

  The first is our involvement with the VA Clinic in Oakwood. Twice a month we’re spending time 
with our vets, teaching fly casting, tying flies, and shooting the bull. These are all little things, 
but so important. Things we take for granted can make a real difference in somebody else’s 
life. The vets are interested and excited about the program. Participation is good, and after 
only a few sessions, we’ve already had to lengthen the session. This is an ongoing 
commitment, and we need some help. Please give Ken a call and let him know you want to 
help. If we all pitch in, it makes it easier. 

 The second is our Trout in the Classroom program at Lumpkin County High School. The aquarium 
was set up this week, and is now being readied for trout eggs in October. The science classes 
will be following a lesson plan, as these eggs hatch and grow into fingerling trout. If all goes 
well, we’ll release these trout into a local stream next spring. This stuff is so cool, it makes me 
wish I was a high school student again. 

 This fall is shaping up to be a good one for our Chapter. We have a camping trip to the Davidson 
in October, George has a strong slate of programs lined up for the fall, and the fishing will be 
getting better as the weather cools. It just doesn’t get any better than this. 

 In closing, I just have to repeat what a wonderful Chapter this is. I’m from the South, and we like 
to get the full use of our words. So I’m telling you, this group is “aaaaaawwwsome!!” Thanks 
for all your help and participation. I’ll see you at the next meeting. 

  
Mike 

 



programs 
• August 4/Speaker: Chase Pritchett (FFF/CCI, Commercial Fly Tyer, Guide)  

• Program: Winter Nymphing on the DH  

 

• September 2/Speaker: Sheila Humphrey-Education Cooridinator (Smithgall 
Woods/Dukes Creek)  

• Program: “Stream Entomology”  

 

• October 7/Speaker: open 

• Program: Chase Pritchett- winter Nymphing on the DH 

 

• November 4/Speaker: Jimmy Jacobs (Author/Guide)  

• Program: “Hiking to N.GA Wild Trout Streams”  

 

• December - Christmas Party (no speaker)  

 

• January 6, 2015/Speaker: Rene Hesse (Casting Instructor)  

• Program: “Casting Heavy Flies vs. Bulky Flies”  

 



The web 

• Visit us on the web at goldrushtu.org 

 

Also check out face book pages: 

• Gold rush chapter-trout unlimited 

• Goodwill Guides  

• NGTO 

 



Fly Tying 

• Fly Tying is held the second Thursday of the month at the 
American Legion Post in Dahlonega 6:30 to 8:30 

• Come join us as we have extra vices and tying tools for your 
use, novice tiers are  welcome 

• We are presently tying a foam poppers formed and painted 
last month and will add the finishing touches this month we 
have extra bugs if you missed last month plus a Wulff pattern 
red or yellow 

Somebody left this 

 behind for me 



News and notes along with dates 
• GOLD RUSH FLY FISHING FESTAVILE SATURDAY October 5 2014 

30 Members of Trout Unlimited shower up to build 4 stream structures on MARTIN’S BRANCH  

Foot Hills chapter was lead on this project and did a great job of gathering man power and had a 
fantastic Bar-B-Q lunch 

 

• Lovinggood Creek 

GOLD Rush Chapter was the lead in this work day , see page 7 

 

• Boggs Creek another work day was held on Boggs Creek with Gold Rush as a support 
chapter 

• This is the creek that suffered great damage form a tornado a couple years back…see page 8  

 

• September 13th Council meeting in Macon, GA. 

 

• Gold Rush Chapter annual Fly fishing Festival held at Frog Hollow----- 
October 4 
 

• Davidson River Fly-fishing Road Trip extravaganza  ---October 9 thru 11 

    



We had a great workday at Lovinggood Creek . We had the following people participate: 

 

1.Jim Elmore            2.Ralph Ripley                       3.Jim Neal                        4.Mike Thornton 

5.Ken McKinnon       6.Warren Martin                     7.Charley Jones              8.Fred Ruppel 

9.Cheryl Fox               10.Bill Fox                            11.Pat Patillo      

 

We started early as we met at the Wagon Wheel at 7am for breakfast. Warren had a huge omelet as he 

prepared for the day to come. 

We left the Wheel at 7:30am and spent the next hour getting to the work site. Once there we were joined by 

several members of the Blue Ridge and Cohuutta chapters, as well as the US Forest Service. 

At the stream we helped restore a section approximately 100 yards long. At this point the stream was 

covered by deadfall. It took awhile to clean this out as we prepared the site. Once we had that section of 

stream accessible, the real work began. Rocks were cleared and the streambed deepened with shovels and 

fire rakes.  

In the background, we could hear the sound of a chainsaw, as Wendell of the USFS, was cutting down trees 

to use as steam structures. Pretty soon we heard the call for help to move these logs into the stream. Ten to 

fourteen people helped move these 10-12 foot logs into the stream to provide habitat for the resident brook 

trout. 
After placement, holes were drilled in the logs, and  rebar was driven into the stream bed to stabilize the logs. 

After some further manicuring, we had accomplished the task. 
 Moving to the top of the hill, all ate a delicious lunch prepared by Ralph and Jim. What a great day! 

I want to thank all of you who came. I think what we accomplished was well worth the effort. To those of you 

who couldn't make it, you missed a wonderful day. We had some great fellowship as we helped further our 

TU mission. Come join us for the next work day  



Last Saturday we had our final work day of the summer at Boggs Creek. The following people from our 

Chapter participated: 

1.Ken McKinnon      2.Fred Ruppel     3.Tony Murrow     4.Sherman Head      5.Pat Patillo 

6.Bill Hess                7.Cheryl Fox        8.Charlie Jones     9.Mike Thornton. 

 

This was a great day. This section of Boggs was hit by the tornado a few years back, and is a mess. We took a 

300 foot section of unfishable water and in a few hours, restored it to a habitat suitable for trout. 

We all met for a hearty breakfast at the Wagon Wheel before taking off for Boggs. Once there we were joined 

by members of the Upper Cohutta, and Foot Hills chapters, as well as a group of 20 boy scouts, and the USFS 

crew 

It was hot, but the stream water kept us cool as we worked the morning away, accomplishing our goal. 

I just want to tell you how awesome our group was. 

Pat and Bill. These two are an inspiration to folks many years their junior. They were two of the first into the 

stream and the last ones to get out. 

Tony Murrow. This was Tony's first work day, and he led the way when we were moving the logs. There were 

also a couple of big rocks that resisted the pry bar until he got involved. Great job, Tony! 

Cheryl Fox. Every time I looked up, Cheryl was throwing rocks, raking the stream bed, or pulling big limbs out 

of the stream. I couldn't keep up. Thanks Cheryl! 

Charlie Jones. Charlie just gets there and quietly goes to work. I don't think he ever takes a break. Charlie, 

thanks for all the efforts. 

Ken and Fred. Like Pat, these guys are at every work day. And they work hard. From moving rocks to lifting 

logs, they lead the way. Thanks guys. 

Sherman. Sherman ran away from home this summer, and this was his first work day. As usual, Sherman kept 

us all laughing with old and new jokes. Even with a bad back, he out worked most people there. I know for a 

fact that there were two huge rocks that would not have been moved if it hadn't been for Sherman and Tony. 

Thanks Sherm. 

If you didn't make it to a work day this summer, you need to plan on it next summer. The camaraderie and 

sense of accomplishment are something that we don't get much of in today's world. Thanks to all who 

participated in this and the other work days. This was a great summer and we all worked together to 

accomplish a lot. 



RIVERS ALIVE 



PROJECT HEALING WATERS 

• PHW  at the new Oakwood VA Clinic is up and running we have had two tying classes there to 
date . The next program will be Sept 3rd  at 9:30 AM……yes we have already had to expand 
our time by a ½ hour to accommodate the vets that are waiting for us to arrive. We will need 
additional volunteers to join us as for casting it takes more hands. Ron Thomas ( foot hills 
Pres.) and myself can not do it  by ourselves, we need tiers and casters and plain old talkers 
to lend a hand on the first and third Wednesday of each month 



LOVINGGOOD CREW  



4 STREAM STRUCTURES WERE COMPLETED AT MARTINS 
BRANCH 



Trout in the classroom 
• Trout in the Classroom (TIC) is an environmental education program in which students in grades k-12 . . . 

• raise trout from eggs to fry.                               monitor tank water quality. 

• engage in stream habitat study.                         learn to appreciate water resources. 

• begin to foster a conservation ethic.                   grow to understand ecosystems. 

 

• Most programs end the year by releasing their trout in a state-approved stream near the school or within a nearby 
watershed. 

• During the year each teacher tailors the program to fit his or her curricular needs.  Therefore, each program is unique.  TIC 
has interdisciplinary applications in science, social studies, mathematics, language arts, fine arts, and physical education.  

•  Trout in the Classroom is funded by local chapter of trout unlimited here in Dahlonega  Gold Rush ChapterTU -733  

• Trout in the Classroom is a conservation-oriented environmental education program for elementary, middle, and high school 
students. Through the school year, students raise trout from eggs to fry and then release them into approved cold water 
streams and lakes. This act of raising, monitoring, and caring for young trout fosters a conservation ethic within participating 
students and promotes an understanding of their shared water resources. 

• While the immediate goal of Trout in the Classroom is to increase student knowledge of water quality and coldwater 
conservation, its long-term goal is to reconnect an increasingly urbanized population of youth to the system of streams, 
rivers, and watersheds that sustain them. 

• Gold Rush Chapter of Trout Unlimited has funder and set up a 55 gallon aquarium tank in Science Teacher Paula Cooper in 
Lumpkin County High School. In late September Gold Rush will deliever to the Ms. Cooper  trout eggs to place in the tank , if 
all goes as planned the eggs will hatch and produce rainbow trout for the students to study their life cycle ,feed, and raise to 
a size to be released in the spring in a local suitable stream . also in the future plants will be added to the tank for a program 
of hydroponics 

• This is a great partnership with the local school and Trout Unlimited  

• The local volunteers from Trout Unlimited who made this program possible are: Ken McKinnon, Sherman Head, Fred Ruppel, 
John Simmons, Pat Pittillo, Bill Hess who pooled their expert knowledge to get the tank assembled and set in place 



TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM 

Carl Riggs from Blue Ridge 

 checking our connections 

Carl explaining some things 

 to science teacher 

 Paula Cooper 



TROUT IN THE CLASROOM 

 



TIC 



TIC 



<The before  

       ^ 

The after 



BAMBOO ROD 

• TIME IS GROWING SHORT FOR THE 
OPORTUNITY TO GET A RAFFEL TICKET FOR 
THIS GREAT BAMBOO ROD: hand crafted by 
our own Ken Nichols  

 

• ONLY A FEW TICKETS LEFT  

 

• THE SEPTEMBER MEETING COULD BE  YOUR 
LAST CHANCE TO GET YOUR TICKET 



Bamboo rod 

 
•   Your rod was developed from an original taper by Jim Payne.  Jim Payne was perhaps THE MOST RESPECTED 

BAMBOO BUILDER EVER.     He built upon the work of many of the early builders and was still building 
Bamboo Rods into the 1950’s.  Your Rod (a Payne #200) copies the original taper Payne developed.  A 
Taper refers to the exact set of measurements at 5” increments from Butt to Tip.  Bamboo Rods are not 
just simple straight line tapers.  They are compound tapers with certain areas of the rod deviating from a 
simple equal reduction at even distances from Butt to Tip.  Those differences deliver a superior rod design 
and have been tested and perfected over time by the great builders.  This rod is a wonderful 8ft, 3 piece 
rod built for a 5 weight line. I have attempted to maintain the excellent casting attributes of the original to 
the greatest extent possible.  The cane (Bamboo) is from very small area of China and has been flamed to 
arrive at the strength and color as you experience it today. 
 

• The rod tube is made from Curly Maple I bought in Northern Pennsylvania.  The wooden hex tubes are a 
nice departure from the usual aluminum….or at least I think so.  It will get some wear and tear over time 
(or at least I hope so).  That adds character! 
 

• You should consider the size of the fish you expect to fish for as well how you plan to fish.  For example, 
you can catch some fairly good size fish with a Bamboo Rod but very large fish requiring lots of pressure 
can cause the rod to “take a set” or in laymen’s terms get a semi-permanent bend in one or more of the 
sections.  Care in fighting fish and being realistic about how big the fish are likely to be is probably a 
worthwhile consideration.  If you do develop a set, it’s not the end of the world as most sets can be coaxed 
back to proper alignment.  I can do that if necessary.  Worst case scenario, I build another section…..I’ve 
done it before!!  Also, Bamboo Rods excel at casting the DRY FLY.  That doesn’t mean you can’t fish a 
nymph but I would suggest that a rig with lots of big flies and added weight can over tax  a Bamboo rod 
and again, cause a set.  I loaned my 6’8” 3 weight to a guy one day because he broke his 5 weight.  He built 
a 3 nymph rig with BIG flies and 2 big split shot and by the time I got the rod back it had taken a set.  I 
straightened the rod and it fishes beautifully again.  So, fish your rod, and don’t worry about it being so 
fragile or that it’s just for show.  You’ll find that you can fish the heck out of a Bamboo Rod and I trust 
you’ll begin to really enjoy the very different action from those “plastic rods”! 
 

• See next page for photo’s 
 



Bamboo rod 

• Ken Nichols has lovingly constructed a custom bamboo rod and donated it to our Chapter. Starting at the 
next meeting we will be selling tickets for a raffle for this beautiful rod and custom wood case. We will be 
selling 200 tickets at $10 a piece, until they are gone. 
 

• This  is a gorgeous 3 piece 5wt. If you have never fished bamboo before, this is your chance to get a 
beautiful rod, if you win. I promise you it will soon become the favorite rod in your collection. 
 

• We all owe Ken a big " thank you" for spending the many hours it took to hand make this beautiful rod. 
 
  
 

 



T shirts now available 

Earn a t shirt by showing up at the upcoming work days   

 Shirts can be ordered at regular club meetings 

They are $16.oo each for short sleeve or can be earned by volunteering              

for a work day project 

Long sleeve are $18.00 each 



LINKS AND SITES 

Of course the best place for information is our own web site 
goldrushtu.org 

WE also have a facebook page: 

Gold Rush Chapter-Trout Unlimited 

 

For those with a face book account : 

• Federation of fly fishers 

• R&R fly fishing 

• Fisherman’s handbook 

• Also U Tube ( fly fishing ) has great videos on fishing and tying  

• The Itinerant Angler podcast 

• askaboutflyfishing.com ( another pod cast) 

• ngto.org ( North Georgia Trout On line)  

• froghollowflyfishing.com (A special friend to Gold Rush) 

•Thenewflyfisher.com  (an online magazine free)  

•http://www.orvis.com/news/fly-fishing/tuesday-tip-how-to-tie-and-fish-tandem-
rigs/#.UcnFXz44Vps 
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•President-           Mike Thornton  drtrout@bellsouth.com 

•Vice President-  Ken McKinnon          Wildturkeyflyer@gmail.com 

•Secretary-          George Parsons    

Treasurer-  Warren Martin  treasurer@goldrushtu.org 

Board members/ committee chair 

John Simmons past President  johnsi@goldrushtu.org  

Jim Elmore  board member                   jelmoreutah@yahoo.com 

Ken Nicholes        board member                   ken.nichols0@gmail.com   

Winn Crannell       board member                   wcrannell@windtream.net                                                                

Ken McKinnon newsletter  newsletter@goldrushtu.org 

Fred Ruppel TU council rep.  streamwalker2@aol.com 

Ben trail  raffle boss  btrail@windstream.net 

John Simmons web site   johnsi@goldrushtu.org 

Mike Thornton fly tying   drtrout@bellsouth.net 

Pat Pattillo education  jrpat@windstream.net 

Marge Ruppel sunshine   mar2391@aol.com 

Kenny Simmons fundraising  kenny@froghollowflyfishing.com 

Sherman Head mentoring/ trout camp beartooth@windstream.net 
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