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MEETING PLACE 
We normally meet the first Tuesday of the month at Camp Gilson just north of 
Dahlonega. 

WE WILL MEET IN JULY    at : 
BIG CANOE. 

MEMBERS ATTENDING MUST  RSVP TO MIKE SO GATE 
GUARD HAS YOUR NAME 

 
Dinner is served at 6:30 PM. while it lasts, and programs 
start around 7:00 PM. All members and guest are welcome! 

 
Program begins at 7 PM. 
We also do “FLYSWATTERS” You bring two flies that you have tied or bought, one fly is donated to the 
chapter for a future raffle at the cookout; you will receive a ticket for the other fly which is placed on the 
FLYSWATTER. The Flyswatter Flies are raffled that night. Tickets may be purchased for $1.00. Also we do a 
50/50 raffle. 

Visitors are welcome.  
 
 



Program at Big Canoe 

• Fishing Guide Carter Morris 

 

• Carter began fly fishing at the young age of five on the ponds, creeks, and rivers near his home in Augusta, 
GA. He learned from the back of the boat as he paddled his father for hours until it was his time to take 
the rod and the front seat. He sums up the lesson his father taught him quite simply: "Thanks Dad, I 
learned the right way."  

•  
Carter is a retired Navy Captain, a retired high school teacher and coach, a semi-retired entrepreneur, and 
a former riverboat pilot. He also has a life-long love of training bird dogs and bird hunting. But he has 
found his most fulfilling calling yet as a full-time fly fishing guide for most of the last decade.  

•  
Says Carter of turning his love for fly fishing into a professional venture, "I worked hard every day for thirty 
years, but I haven't worked a day in the last seven years since I bought a house in Big Canoe and started 
guiding. I love to dry fly fish for wild trout and guide groups with my son Hunter, who convinced me some 
years back of how much I would enjoy guiding. I try to fish the Toccoa, the Amicolola, the Soque, the 
Chattahoochee and all the other streams in the Blue Ridge and Helen areas on my days off so that when I 
guide someone there, I will know how to put them on fish. I absolutely love guiding and you will feel that 
passion if we get the chance to spend a day on the river together."  

 



Presidents message 
 

•  Have you ever asked yourself, “Why am I a member of TU? Why do I go to meetings?” What is important enough to have 
you give up at least one night a month to attend a meeting. What is it that encourages you to give up a Saturday, and 
participate in Chapter projects and work days?  

• Is leadership meeting your needs? What can we do to have people come to a meeting, and possibly join? What can we do to 
better the environment for trout?  

• I think these are all questions we should ask ourselves. In the next couple of months, we will be sending out a questionnaire 
to try to answer these and other questions. So when you receive it, either by e-mail or at a meeting, please take the time to 
fill it out and get it back to us. We are doing this to determine how the Chapter and it’s leaders are doing, and how  

• we might do things better.  

• We all come to meetings. If it’s important enough that you got out of your easy chair to attend, how about asking a friend to 
come with you? One of the ways we maintain and grow as a Chapter is through new members. Last year at this time, North 
Ga Council TU had 14 chapters. Now there are 12. Sadly, two chapters were decommissioned at the beginning of the year. 
Although Gold Rush is vibrant now, the same fate could await us if we become complacent. Be excited about our Chapter. Be 
proud. Be active. Communicate that to a friend or friends. Ask them to come to a meeting. We need that.  

 

•  The next thing I would like to talk to you about is leadership. In order for any organization to survive, it must have good 
leadership. That leadership must give way as newer members  

• come along and take positions of responsibility in the Chapter. There must be a constant flow of new blood to ensure 
continued vitality  



In our Chapter, we have several layers of leadership. Probably the most obvious are the four officers, President, Vice-

President, Secretary, and Treasurer. You see these folks at every meeting.  

Behind the scenes, we also have a Board of Directors, consisting of seven members who serve either 2 or 3 year terms. 

Those directors, along with the current officers and immediate past president meet at least once a quarter to make 

decisions on behalf of the Chapter. This is where the budget is formed, and decisions on various projects are made. These 

meetings are open to all, and all are welcome.  

The other layer of leadership are the committee chairs. Currently, we have committees on membership, education, 

conservation, and fund raising.  

If you are not in one of these leadership positions now, I would strongly encourage you to consider it. It’s a great way to get 

involved, meet people, and make our little corner of the world a better place.  

 

Let’s take just a second to examine the concerns most people have about taking a leadership position.  

1. They don’t understand the structure. They think these positions are for the “chosen few.” Nothing could be further from 

the truth. In this Chapter, the “chosen few” does not exist. I have not met anybody yet who is not just a regular person 

interested in trout fishing. If you’re shy, like I am, all you have to do is sit down at supper with these folks, and  

you’ll feel at home. If we’re all equal and friends, then we can all be involved. All it takes is the first step on your part.  

 

2. They think it’s a job they couldn’t do. Trust me, I’m living proof that all jobs in this Chapter are doable, if you’re willing to 

try.  

 

3. It will take too much time. Yes, it will take some time, depending on your position. Try to pick a position that fits your 

needs.  

 

4. They may believe they will get stuck doing a job all by themselves. In this Chapter nothing could be farther from the 

truth. Ken Nichols once told me, “It takes a village,” and he was right. I can’t tell you how much everybody has helped me 

this last year as president. If you take a position of any sort, we won’t let you down.  

 

5. They may be reluctant to speak up or volunteer. This speaks for itself. It’s not hard to sit on your hands and watch the 

birds fly by. It’s easy, but you’ll also miss a lot. So, don’t hesitate, get involved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For the coming year, we will have elections in September. Our officers have all volunteered to serve another year in the 

same positions, but we all have to be elected. If you want to run, let us know, we’ll put you on the ballot. Or if you think 

you want to serve in the future, let us know and we’ll get you in the pipeline. We also have two board positions up for 

election One is for one year, the other is for three years. If you are interested, please contact me.  

Lastly, I want to express how thankful I am for our members, and how proud I am of this Chapter. You folks have been so 

nice and helpful. Participation in meetings and our projects has been unbelievable. From the bottom of my heart, thank 

you, and keep up the good work.  

 

Mike 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



News and notes along with dates 
• GOLD RUSH FLY FISHING FESTAVILE SATURDAY October 5 2014 

• July 19 Loving Good Creek –Gold Rush lead chapter work day 

• July 26 Martin Branch  we are a support chapter 

• Membership  in GRTU 733 stands at 172 members 

 

• Preety Branch work day was a great success as Gold Rush was represented by 9 members , 
with three stream structures installed and a great lunch provide by the lead chapter . In all 4 
chapters were represented along with two members form council. 

• GOLD RUSH has been approached by a faculty member at  Lumpkin County High School 
concerning Trout in the Classroom. The board has discussed the matter and is willing to go 
forward with serious planning and has allocated some funds for this project, what is needed 
is a firm commitment form the school system to get this project on its way. Due to time 
constraints in getting equipment and approvals nailed down it may be a project for next year. 

• PHW is on hold once more due to government  red-tape 

 

 



Trout Camp 
 

•  The Georgia TU Trout Camp was held again this year with the excellent facility at Rabun Gap Nacoochee School in Dillard 
being used as the base location.  

• Camp ran from June 8 through June 13 and in a summary by Charlie Breithaupt, the camp director, it was “the best camp 
ever” with the campers being described as “24 winners”.  

• Camp was full with a total of 24 campers- 21 boys and 3 girls. We had mentors both adults and young adults that equaled 
the number of campers. Gold Rush Chapter sponsored two young men this year: Sonny Burnett from Tampa, FL and Jackson 
Erwin from Cleveland, GA. Both of these gentlemen returned the provided questionnaire with excellent answers to the 
questions.  

• This is the eleventh year the Georgia TU Trout Camp has taken place and has been  

• Recognized by TU National as the “model camp”.  

• Charlie Breithaupt has been the camp director since the beginning and a huge part of the success of the camp goes to him 
and his wife, Kathy. Untold hours of planning and  

• coordination have been spent by these two people to make the camp what it is today.  

• Charlie is stepping down as director after this year and starting in 2015, Rodney Tumbing from the Cohutta Chapter will take 
over as director. We wish both Charlie and Rodney  

• the very best going forward.  

• For anyone not familiar with Trout Camp, I will summarize by saying that this is an excellent opportunity for a person, boy or 
girl, between the age of 12 and 15 who is interested in conservation and the great sport of fly fishing. No experience in any 
area is required as they will be taught from scratch. Every aspect of fly fishing will be covered and this will hopefully be a 
positive influence that will remain with them for the rest of their life.  



 
 Each TU chapter is allowed two slots and can select two qualified campers to fill these slots based on their interest. 

Gold Rush Chapter asks that each candidate answer questions and return the questionnaire so our selection committee 

can pick two persons to represent our chapter at camp. Cost of camp is $500.00 per camper and our chapter offers a 

$250.00 scholarship for each selected camper to help offset the cost.  

On arrival at camp, these kids are given a ton of gear that they are responsible for, and is theirs to carry home at the 

end of camp. This gear is provided by a long list of  

Sponsors and is top shelf such as: fly rod and reel, vest, fly box, flies, sunglasses, etc.  

Look under georgiatu.org and click on Education and then click on Trout Camp 2014 to learn more.  

 
Note to parents: every mentor has to submit to a background check every year. These young folks are never without 

adult supervision and everything is done as a group. The schedule does not allow for any down time so time for 

mischief does not exist.  

Speaking from experience, when the “lights out” at 10:30 pm comes around, both  

campers and mentors are ready for bed because 6:00 am comes early.  

If you know of a young person that you feel would qualify for trout camp, please let us know as we will again be 

sponsoring campers in 2015.  

Email me with questions, comments or concerns at any time.  

This is a great opportunity!  

 

Sherman Head  

706-864-6461  

beartooth@windstream.net  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rod raffle 
• Rod Info. 

•   Your rod was developed from an original taper by Jim Payne.  Jim Payne was perhaps THE MOST RESPECTED 
BAMBOO BUILDER EVER.     He built upon the work of many of the early builders and was still building Bamboo Rods into the 
1950’s.  Your Rod (a Payne #200) copies the original taper Payne developed.  A Taper refers to the exact set of 
measurements at 5” increments from Butt to Tip.  Bamboo Rods are not just simple straight line tapers.  They are compound 
tapers with certain areas of the rod deviating from a simple equal reduction at even distances from Butt to Tip.  Those 
differences deliver a superior rod design and have been tested and perfected over time by the great builders.  This rod is a 
wonderful 8ft, 3 piece rod built for a 5 weight line. I have attempted to maintain the excellent casting attributes of the 
original to the greatest extent possible.  The cane (Bamboo) is from very small area of China and has been flamed to arrive 
at the strength and color as you experience it today. 

 

• The rod tube is made from Curly Maple I bought in Northern Pennsylvania.  The wooden hex tubes are a nice departure from 
the usual aluminum….or at least I think so.  It will get some wear and tear over time (or at least I hope so).  That adds 
character! 

 

• You should consider the size of the fish you expect to fish for as well how you plan to fish.  For example, you can catch some 
fairly good size fish with a Bamboo Rod but very large fish requiring lots of pressure can cause the rod to “take a set” or in 
laymen’s terms get a semi-permanent bend in one or more of the sections.  Care in fighting fish and being realistic about 
how big the fish are likely to be is probably a worthwhile consideration.  If you do develop a set, it’s not the end of the world 
as most sets can be coaxed back to proper alignment.  I can do that if necessary.  Worst case scenario, I build another 
section…..I’ve done it before!!  Also, Bamboo Rods excel at casting the DRY FLY.  That doesn’t mean you can’t fish a nymph 
but I would suggest that a rig with lots of big flies and added weight can over tax  a Bamboo rod and again, cause a set.  I 
loaned my 6’8” 3 weight to a guy one day because he broke his 5 weight.  He built a 3 nymph rig with BIG flies and 2 big split 
shot and by the time I got the rod back it had taken a set.  I straightened the rod and it fishes beautifully again.  So, fish your 
rod, and don’t worry about it being so fragile or that it’s just for show.  You’ll find that you can fish the heck out of a Bamboo 
Rod and I trust you’ll begin to really enjoy the very different action from those “plastic rods”! 

 

• See next page for photo’s 

 



Bamboo rod 
• Ken Nichols has lovingly constructed a custom bamboo rod and donated it to our Chapter. Starting at the next meeting we 

will be selling tickets for a raffle for this beautiful rod and custom wood case. We will be selling 200 tickets at $10 a piece, 
until they are gone. 
 

• This  is a gorgeous 3 piece 5wt. If you have never fished bamboo before, this is your chance to get a beautiful rod, if you win. 
I promise you it will soon become the favorite rod in your collection. 
 

• We all owe Ken a big " thank you" for spending the many hours it took to hand make this beautiful rod. 
 
 I will bring it to the meeting on April 1st. I am attaching photos of the rod and case. 
 

• See you there, 
Mike 

 



Fly tying  

• NEXT  TYING SESION WILL BE JULY 10 
 
 

• Mike’ videos are available to be viewed at : 
• You tube Gold Rush TU Fly Tying videos  

• Or 

• Go to the gold Rush web site and drop down Fish’n and click on videos 

 



T shirts now available 

Earn a t shirt by showing up at the upcoming work days   

 Shirts can be ordered at regular club meetings 

They are $16.oo each for short sleeve or can be earned by volunteering              

for a work day project 

Long sleeve are $18.00 each 



LINKS AND SITES 

Of course the best place for information is our own web site 
goldrushtu.org 

WE also have a facebook page: 

Gold Rush Chapter-Trout Unlimited 

 

For those with a face book account : 

• Federation of fly fishers 

• R&R fly fishing 

• Fisherman’s handbook 

• Also U Tube ( fly fishing ) has great videos on fishing and tying  

• The Itinerant Angler podcast 

• askaboutflyfishing.com ( another pod cast) 

• ngto.org ( North Georgia Trout On line)  

• froghollowflyfishing.com (A special friend to Gold Rush) 

•Thenewflyfisher.com  (an online magazine free)  

•http://www.orvis.com/news/fly-fishing/tuesday-tip-how-to-tie-and-fish-tandem-
rigs/#.UcnFXz44Vps 
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•President-           Mike Thornton  drtrout@bellsouth.com 

•Vice President-  Ken McKinnon          Wildturkeyflyer@gmail.com 

•Secretary-          George Parsons    

Treasurer-  Warren Martin  treasurer@goldrushtu.org 

Board members/ committee chair 

John Simmons past President  johnsi@goldrushtu.org  

Jim Elmore  board member                   jelmoreutah@yahoo.com 

Ken Nicholes        board member                   ken.nichols0@gmail.com   

Winn Crannell       board member                   wcrannell@windtream.net                                                                

Ken McKinnon newsletter  newsletter@goldrushtu.org 

Fred Ruppel TU council rep.  streamwalker2@aol.com 

Ben trail  raffle boss  btrail@windstream.net 

John Simmons web site   johnsi@goldrushtu.org 

Mike Thornton fly tying   drtrout@bellsouth.net 

Pat Pattillo education  jrpat@windstream.net 

Marge Ruppel sunshine   mar2391@aol.com 

Kenny Simmons fundraising  kenny@froghollowflyfishing.com 

Sherman Head mentoring/ trout camp beartooth@windstream.net 
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