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MEETING PLACE 
We meet the first Tuesday of the month at Camp Gilson just north of Dahlonega. 
Dinner is served at 6:30 PM. while it lasts, and programs start around 7:00 PM. All members 
and guest are welcome! 

 
 CAMP GLISON  

Program begins at 7 PM. 
We also do “FLYSWATTERS” You bring two flies that you have tied or bought, one fly 
is donated to the chapter for a future raffle at the cookout; you will receive a ticket 
for the other fly which is placed on the FLYSWATTER. The Flyswatter Flies are raffled 
that night. Tickets may be purchased for $1.00. 
 
Visitors are welcome.  
 
IS ANYONE INTERESTED IN RESERECTION THE STREAM OF THE MONTH PROGRAM . 
Which is picking a stream and meeting up for fishing or instruction  streamside.  
This could be  ½  or full day of fishing – if so send me an e mail or contact any one on the 
board—see page 17 for contact information 
 
 
 
 



PROGRAM OF THE MONTH 

The Program for the month of May will be  

Sam Johnson 

Fishing the Southern Pisgah National Forrest Area.  

 In the May 7th program, Sam Johnson will share his insight and 
experiences accumulated over forty years of fishing the waters of 
this region. Located near Brevard, NC, this region of the southern 
Appalachians is loaded with highly productive trout water. From 

big, easily fishable water with large browns and bows, to high 
elevation, “break your neck” streams with wild brook trout, it’s all 
there. Discussion and photos of how to get to his favorite streams, 

types of fish to expect, bug selection, where to stay & eat, and 
even some of the most out of the way streams where fish seldom 

see a human will be covered. Steeped in history and fishing 
tradition, this area should be on your bucket list. 

 
 



Presidents message 
• The month of March has been relatively busy for the chapter. We hosted the Georgia TU 

Council Meeting, had our chapter meeting, participated in Tie-1-On at Bass Pro, held Fly Tying 
at the Legion and held classes at the Lumpkin County Middle School. I’d like to thank all the 
chapter members who participated in and coordinated these events. 

• Fly Tying saw a record number of participants. There was barely enough table space. We have 
new lamps and new quality vises are on order. These tools are used to help new tiers in the 
chapter get started. We also use them for classes we hold outside the chapter. Mike Thorton 
needs to be commended for coordinating this activity. In addition, we have expert fly tiers to 
help newbies get started and run fly tying when Mike cannot be there. These expert Fly Tiers 
include Pat Pattillo, Rick O’Hara, Noah Fountain and Ken McKinnon. Ken may not put himself 
in the same class as the first three but he lead one of our fly tying classes and did a great job. 

• In my opinion, nothing beats the satisfaction of catching a trout on a fly that you have tied. In 
my early twenties I purchased a glass fly rod to fish the AuSable and Saranac Rivers in the 
Adirondack Mountains in Northern New York State. I never had much success on these 
streams and would sometimes switch to “garden hackle” and a spinning rod in frustration. 
Shortly after moving to the Portland Oregon area, I experienced the same frustrations with 
the many streams and Washington State and Oregon. The end result was that gave up fly 
fishing until I moved here in 2006. Looking back, I wish I had the resources of a TU Chapter 
like ours to get me through the early stages of the learning curve on how to fly fish and tie 
flies. 

• Saturday, March 30 marks the opening of Georgia’s seasonal trout streams. However, 
Delayed Harvest rules remain in effect for the streams so designated until May 15th. So, for 
those of you who like to practice catch and release and do so in a relatively uncrowded 
environment, there’s still time. 

 



Presidents message  

• Don’t forget that we do have a face book page where it would easy to keep up 
with club activities and post your fish pictures . 

• Put “Gold rush chapter Trout Unlimited” in your search bar 
 

• Our web site is : 

• www.goldrushtu.org 

If you should like to see something in the 
newsletter or would like to contribute a fishing 
report send e-mail to : 

Newsletter@goldrushtu.org 

 

http://www.goldrushtu.org/
mailto:Newsletter@goldrushtu.org


FLY FISHING 101 

• Fred and Sherman, thank you very much for the class yesterday morning. It was informative and while I have more questions 
I probably will always have questions! I also think it was a good thing for the both of you to be there to offer two 
perspectives. The "there's no 'right' way to do it, only what's best for you" adage was very encouraging as we learned 
different methods of knot tying, fishing (dry fly vs nymph), and casting.  

• To your questions: 

•  
* We met 9:30 AM till about noon - was the 2.5 hours about right to cover all the topics? - I believe it was about right, but 
did feel a little rushed. I think an extra half hour would allow for more questions and answers and the occasional 'rabbit 
trail'. 

• * We tried to cover appropriate topics - rigging, lines, knots, flies, equipment and casting. Are these the topics you 
wanted to understand ?- These are all topics I wanted to understand. The rigging board y'all had were very useful tools as 
well as the knot tying papers. I think I'd like a diagram on Sherman's 'bow tie' knot! We didn't cover flies (ie basic 
understanding of fly pattern, what to use, hook sizing, how to match a fly to hatch?, etc) but I think this would be a "Fly 
Fishing 102" class? We very briefly covered equipment but I think this is really important for new comers because it's easy to 
get overwhelmed. Casting was done very well and I enjoyed bringing in that big fish! Going to need to practice the bow and 
arrow cast more though! 

• * What topics can we add or change to ensure folks get a good basic understanding of Fly Fishing ? - My biggest hesitation 
to fly fishing was being overwhelmed with the gear. I didn't know what to buy/use and it's easy to spend a small fortune. I 
think examples of gear setup, essentials/options to get started handout (including basic flies) and a fishing assignment 
would be good additions. Example Fishing Assignment: Go to Cooper's Creek sometime (as a group or individually) before 
the next chapter meeting, use dropper rig, try using BWO fly, try X knot or X knot and bring back a fishing report for next 
chapter meeting. Just as a way to encourage us to use the skills taught before we forget it all? 

• * We appreciate your input and hopefully we will add a note in our newsletter and discuss at our next chapter meeting. 
 

• Thank you both very much for the lesson. Your time is greatly appreciated and I learned a lot. I look forward to fishing when 
the rain lets up! 
 
God bless, 

• -Joshua 

 



FLY TYING 



                                      FLY OF THE MONTH 
FLY TYING SECOND THURSDAY OF THE MONTH AT THE 
AMERICAN LEGION IN DALONEGA 
 • In the fly tying class for April class was led by Pat Pattillo. 

• Pat had a special treat for those in attendance. 

• First Pat had been hunting so all received a pelt form the “ Chucker Bird” 
along with a 2x3 square of mink. 

•    I made use of these items and tied a soft hackle fly which I dubbed ” 
mink tailed chucker”, after a while Warren asked where Pat had gotten 
the Mink, due to the strange backing on the mink. 

• PAT REPLY……..” I WAS AT A GARGE SALE ACROSS FOR THE ACE 
HARDWARE LAST WEEKEND AND BOUGHT A LADIES MINK STOLE FOR A 
COUPLE DOLLARS AND CUT IT UP INTO THESE PIECES “ at which time we 
did notice that the mink had a silk lining backing……what ever works I 
guess it beats “ road kill” 

 

• We did go on to tie “CDC ELK HAIR CADDIS “ 
 



PROJECT HEALING WATERS 

 

Gold Rush will be manning the program in Blairsville this month  APRIL 11  

 

Four members of Gold Rush traveled up to Blairsville VA Clinc  

Un fortunately all the supplies that had been stocked for tying demonstration and the 
DVD, had been depleted and we were unable to perform our planned activities. 

Though we did take our club rods with us . we were able to do a good program of 
casting and had one vet drive home to get his never assembled fly fishing outfit 
and Kenny Simmons put his line on the reel and leader and gave him some great 
instruction 

 
• We hope all of you are doing well and the winter was not too rough on you. We are proud to finally 

present the finished DVD of our October event. Because of you being here as part of our first Blue Ridge 
Mountain event this is very special to each of us and we hope you will enjoy.  

• A hard copy DVD will be sent to you as well for your pleasure. Hopefully we will be back together soon for 
another chance to fish. 

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmcBAJKKJKo&feature=youtu.be 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmcBAJKKJKo&feature=youtu.be


Up coming events 

 

• May 3 ---a program to work with special needs youngsters will  be hosted  for one 
hour at Yahoola  Park  hosted by Gold Rush  Chapter – still looking for more 
volunteers contact Fred –In the books had 7 volunteers and the kids had a great 
time--------so did the volunteers 

• June 4 th the general meeting for June will be held at Big Canoe ----additional 
information to follow for those that might want to car pool 

• Kids Fishing Rodeo - Wed May 8th at the Rock Creek Hatchery 8 - 12. This is the 
event that some us attended last year. These are the special needs kids that come 
in from several counties. Working / fishing with these kids is a very special 
experience that will stay with you forever. This is an event that is led by the 
Blaisville Chapter. Bring a towel and a pair of pliers. 

• * Vets Appreciation Fishing Day - Fri May 10 at the Rock Creek Hatchery 8:30 - 12. 
This is an event that is led by the Blue Ridge Chapter and could use some help. Our 
chapter always shows great support when working with the Vets.  

 

 

• ALL ABOVE ITEMS STILL NEED VOLENTERS  PLEASE COPNTACT US ---- 



LINKS AND SITES 

Of course the best place for information is our own web site 
goldrushtu.org 

For those with a face book account : 

• Federation of fly fishers 

• R&R fly fishing 

• Fisherman’s handbook 

 

• Also U Tube ( fly fishing ) has great videos on fishing and tying  

• The Itinerant Angler podcast 

• askaboutflyfishing.com ( another pod cast) 

• ngto.org ( North Georgia Trout On line)  

• froghollowflyfishing.com (A special friend to Gold Rush) 

 

 

http://goldrushtu.org/
http://www.itinerantangler.com/
Askaboutflyfishinhg.com
http://www.askaboutflyfishing.com/
http://www.georgia-outdoors.com/ngto/
http://www.froghollowflyfishing.com/


CONTACT US 

Officers 

• President-           John Simmons  johnsi@goldrushtu.org 

• Vice President-   Mike Thornton       drtrout@bellsouth.net 

• Secretary-     Ken McKinnon      wildturkeyflyer@gmail.com 

• Treasurer-     Warren Martin  treasurer@goldrushtu.org 

Board members/ committee chair 

Ken Nicholes           board member                        ken.nichols0@gmail.com                                                                      

 Ken McKinnon newsletter  newsletter@goldrushtu.org 

Fred Ruppel TU council rep.  streamwalker2@aol.com 

Ben trail  raffle boss  btrail@windstream.net 

John Simmons web site   johnsi@goldrushtu.org 

Mike Thornton fly tying   drtrout@bellsouth.net 

Pat Pattillo education  jpat@windstream.net 

Marge Ruppel sunshine                   mar2391@aol.com 

Kenny Simmons fundraising  kenny@froghollowflyfishing.com 

Sherman Head mentoring  beartooth@windstream.net 

 

 

 

mailto:johnsi@goldrushtu.org
mailto:drtrout@bellsouth.net
mailto:drtrout@bellsouth.net
mailto:wildturkeyflyer@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer@goldrushtu.org
mailto:ken.nichols0@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@goldrushtu.org
mailto:streamwalker2@aol.com
mailto:btrail@windstream.net
mailto:johnsi@goldrushtu.org
mailto:drtrout@bellsouth.net
mailto:jpat@windstream.net
mailto:mar2391@aol.com
mailto:kenny@froghollowflyfishing.com
mailto:beartooth@windstream.net


Item for sale 

See next page for detailes 



Items for sale 

Planning on doing some salt water fly 

fishing here is the rod for you 

 9 foot 9 wt fly rod by PENN – great rod 

cast really well – yes the reel shows a little 

salt water wear 

Can be yours for $75.00 call Ken at 727-

347-8808 or e- mail 

wildturkeyflyer@gmail.com  will have with 

me at Tuesday meeting  

mailto:wildturkeyflyer@gmail.com

