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MEETING PLACE 
We meet the first Tuesday of the month at Camp Gilson just north of Dahlonega. 
Dinner is served at 6:30 PM while it lasts, and programs start around 7:00 PM. All members 
and guests are welcome! 

 
 CAMP GLISON  

Program begins at 7 PM. 
We also do “FLYSWATTERS” You bring two flies that you have tied or bought, one fly 
is donated to the chapter for a future raffle at the cookout; you will receive a ticket 
for the other fly which is placed on the FLYSWATTER. The Flyswatter Flies are raffled 
that night. Tickets may be purchased for $1.00. 
 
Visitors are welcome.  
 
IS ANYONE INTERESTED IN RESERECTION THE STREAM OF THE MONTH PROGRAM . 
Which is picking a stream and meeting up for fishing or instruction  streamside.  
This could be  ½  or full day of fishing – if so send me an e mail or contact any one on the 
board—see page 17 for contact information 
 
 
 
 

 



PROGRAM OF THE MONTH 

Program of the month: 

Ken Griffin, director of Fly Fishing for Vets in Georgia. 

Ken will show a short video and talk about 

 PROJECT HEALING WATERS . 

This should be a great program 
don’t miss it. 

 
ALSO SEE PAGE 10 



Presidents message  

• All, 

• Just wanted to send a note to everyone to thank you another successful Family 
Fun Day. In spite of colder weather, sprinkles and less than stellar fishing, I believe 
everyone who attended had a great time. 

• I was going to single out individuals for their part in putting on the event but as I 
got to thinking about it, just about every chapter member who attended helped 
out in one way or another. At first count from our treasurer, Warren Martin, we 
took in over $2700 for the event. So, thank you very much. 

• I do think we need to single out the Averill’s and Kenny Simmons at Frog Hollow 
Fly Fishing for letting us use their facilities for the day.  

• Relative to the fishing, I believe the big rain (over 7inches in 24 hours) we had 
earlier in the week did not help. So for those of you that were skunked, things 
should be better next year. 

• John 

• John Simmons 

• President and Webmaster - Gold Rush Chapter 

• Trout Unlimited 

• www.goldrushtu.org 

 

http://www.goldrushtu.org/


Presidents message 
• As your new chapter president, I thought it might be worthwhile to tell you a little about myself and why I became active in 

our chapter. 

• My wife says I’m a Nerd. That’s mainly because I have an electronics engineering background. I retired from Tektronix, a 
manufacturer of electronic test equipment, where I spent 36 years mainly helping customers apply our products. Since many 
of our products interfaced with computer equipment, I was also required to become of Bass Master Elite Series fishing 
tournaments. 

• Prior to retirement, I lived on the Chesapeake Bay near Yorktown, VA, and spent many an hour fishing for the saltwater 
species in the bay and the inshore Atlantic somewhat of a software jock. Because of my software background, I decided to 
take on website development as a retirement hobby. 

• Hunting and fishing has also been a part of my life. I was born and raised in upstate New York, north of Syracuse. Many 
people do not realize that this part of New York is as rural as Lumpkin County. I lived on Oneida Lake which has some of the 
best Walleye fishing in the country. The lake has also hosted a number Ocean. However, freshwater trout fishing was not 
part of my outdoor activities.  

• In my early twenties I did do some fly fishing in the Adirondack Mountains on the Saranac and Ausable rivers but never 
became very proficient at it. For those of you who have been around fly fishing for a while, you have probably heard of the 
legendary Fran Betters and his famous Ausable Wulff fly. We would park our camper in the lot behind Fran’s shop and I got 
to know Fran quite well. 

• So why did I become active in Trout Unlimited? Because my job required a lot of travel, I was never able to do any work with 
volunteer organizations. In 2006 I retired and moved to Lumpkin County. I wanted to get involved with a volunteer 
organization associated with an outdoor sport that I enjoyed. My first choice was Ducks Unlimited since it’s a sport that I 
have done since I could carry a gun. Ducks Unlimited is a fine organization and am still a member. I worked with a local group 
for a while and helped put on a fund raising banquet. The downside is that most of Georgia is not on a major flyway so 
whatever work done here does not have local impact. 

• Since my son manages Frog Hollow Fly Fishing, a trophy trout stream, it made sense to learn more about fly fishing. I took 
Pat Pattillo’s Fly Fishing Class at NGCSU which is an excellent class. Pat invited the class to our Chapter Meetings. After 
attending a few meetings, it was apparent that the work our chapter does here has more of a direct local impact. I offered to 
help with the website and shortly after that I was invited to join the Board. Now I am President of the Chapter. What a 

country! 



TICKETS AVIABLE AT NOV. MEETING SEE BEN TRAIL 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 



HOLIDAY GATHERING 

Bill and Cheryl Hess have graciously offered their house as a location 
to hold the Gold Rush Chapter Holiday gathering . 

Date:  December 2nd 

Time:     3 PM  

Location :   See page 8 for directions 

RSVP required to newsletter@goldrushtu.org 

Entree & soft drinks provided; bring a dessert to share, any other 
beverages on you  
 

 

mailto:newsletter@goldrushtu.org


DIRECTIONS 

• FROM THE INTERSECTION OF ROUTE 53 AND ROUTE 400, GO 
EAST TOWARDS GAINESVILLE ON ROUTE 53, 1 AND 1/2 MILES 
TO A TRAFFIC LIGHT AT WAR HILL PARK ROAD, LEFT ON 
WARHILL PARK ROAD 1 AND 1/2 MILES TO BARKER ROAD 
(CALLED BAKER ON GPS). THERE IS A BOAT REPAIR SHOP AT 
THE INTERSECTION, TURN LEFT ON BARKER ROAD TO STOP 
SIGN 1/4 MILE, LEFT AT STOP SIGN ON INDIAN COVE, STAY ON 
THE RIGHT ADDRESS IS 236 INDIAN COVE WITH BILL AND 
CHERYL ON MAILBOX 

 



CONSERVATION 
• The Holy Waters Remain Holy October 1, 2012 by greatlakesoutdoors 
• The coffee was still steaming hot in my tin cup as I looked out across the awakening river. Across the calm but 

swiftly moving rapids of the dark waters, I took notice that the sun was starting to burn off the fog in the 
meadow. 

• Au Sable River, Michigan – Marc Smith 
• I was alone. I studied the water.  I zeroed in on a couple dark shadows that moved slightly behind a submerged 

log. Olive Wooly Bugger or go dry with a Royal Wulf? Those were my only thoughts. 
• I slowly tiptoed into the river and felt the icy -yet comforting – feel of the dark water stinging my legs through my 

waders. 
• Cast. 
• Dagnabbit! Spooked em. Nada as both shadows quickly darted away from me. This was the same story that 

would happen for the rest of my day. 
• Skunked! 
• Welcome to the Au Sable River, Marc. There is a reason its called the “The Holy Waters.” These are some pretty 

finicky fish and they are not easily fooled by a less than graceful fly cast. 
• The Holy Waters. This is the place where a bunch of fishing buddies back in the 1950′s conspired to protect their 

love of trout fishing and committed themselves to the protection of cold water fisheries – hence the creation of 
Trout Unlimited. 

• While upset that I didn’t catch anything that day, I was simply glad that I was able to share the water with these 
special trout. The ability to continue to enjoy and fish the Holy Waters just got some great news. 

• If you haven’t heard, in September, an energy company (Savoy) withdrew its application to drill for oil and gas 
directly underneath the Au Sable River. This victory is the end of a long and drawn out legal fight dating way 
back to 2003.Savoy’s decision to withdraw its application is the result of an enormous effort led by the Anglers 
of the Au Sable, thousands of people from Michigan, and the hard work of the Holy Waters most ardent 
conservationist, the late Rusty Gates. 

• A great public treasure wards off yet another threat…for now. Being strictly selfish, this decision allows me to 
continue to be skunked out on the Holy Waters. 

• I am cool with that. At least this river remains Holy. 
 

http://greatlakesoutdoors.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/ausablerivermichigan-marcsmith.jpg
http://greatlakesoutdoors.wordpress.com/author/greatlakesoutdoors/
http://www.tu.org/
http://www.ausableanglers.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=1
http://www.ausableanglers.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3442


Call out to members: 

 

Here is chance to help out the club and also experience a great Fly fishing 

event, by volunteering to be a judge. 

A donation will be made of $25.00 per person per day to the club. 

 

It is amazing, the tips you can pick up by watching up close how the 

professionals catch fish. From their approach, their rigs, and casting. 

I have helped out in the past and it has definitely made me a much better 

fisherman 

 

The Gold Cup Dates are December. 1st and 2nd  

 

If you would like to volunteer please contact Kenny Simmons  at 

kenny@froghollowflyfishing.com 

 

We are paying $25 each day to go towards a non profit of the judges choice. 

 

 

mailto:kenny@froghollowflyfishing.com


                                      FLY OF THE MONTH 
FLY TYING SECOND THURSDAY OF THE MONTH AT THE 
AMERICAN LEGION IN DALONEGA 
 



PROJECT HEALING WATERS 

• Members, Trout Unlimited is very active in supporting our Veterans. We have now partnered with Project 
Healing Water Fly Fishing, Inc http://projecthealingwaters.org/ to enhance and broaden our support 
opportunities. I attended a meeting at the VA Clinic in Blairsville on July 12 to discuss how TU and Project 
Healing Waters can help provide additional support to Vets that reside in the North Georgia area. The VA 
Clinic in Blairsville is the only Clinic in North Georgia that is available for wounded vets. The TU Blue Ridge 
Chapter is now recognized by PHW as the contact point for activities involving the Mountain Chapters of 
Blue Ridge, Blairsville, Foothills and Gold Rush. Allen Folgers from TU National also attended our meeting 
to provide his support. Our mission is simple, all of us working together - TU, Project Healing Waters and 
the VA Clinic to broaden our support to provide additional opportunities for our wounded veterans. This is 
a new project that will take a lot of support to get rolling. We plan to have lot of information available 
including posters, banners, video etc that lets the vets know that TU cares and is willing to help. 

• For now, we would like to have TU representation at the clinic one day a month, (second Thursday) just to 
talk to vets, maybe tie flies or do some casting. Each of the four chapters are asked to take a month. Blue 
Ridge will cover in August and Foothills in September.  

 

• Mike Thorton will be heading up this committee 

• Contact Mike for questions or details @ drtrout@bellsouth.net 

 

 

http://projecthealingwaters.org/
mailto:drtrout@bellsouth.net


 

 Rick O’Hare earns the coveted Appellation Slam , presented by Sherman Head  

                                                                                                                               



LINKS AND SITES 

Of course the best place for information is our own web site 
goldrushtu.org 

For those with a face book account : 

• Federation of fly fishers 

• R&R fly fishing 

• Fisherman’s handbook 

 

• Also U Tube ( fly fishing ) has great videos on fishing and tying  

• The Itinerant Angler podcast 

• askaboutflyfishing.com ( another pod cast) 

• ngto.org ( North Georgia Trout On line)  

• froghollowflyfishing.com (A special friend to Gold Rush) 

 

 

http://goldrushtu.org/
http://www.itinerantangler.com/
Askaboutflyfishinhg.com
http://www.askaboutflyfishing.com/
http://www.georgia-outdoors.com/ngto/
http://www.froghollowflyfishing.com/


Clean up at the Taccoa River in Blue Ridge 



Fred and Marge Ruppel at Tu National meeting representing Gold Rush  

rear left center 



FAMILY FUN DAY 



BUCKET RAFFEL 



AUCTION TENT 



CONTACT US 

Officers 

• President-           John Simmons  johnsi@goldrushtu.org 

• Vice President   Mike Thornton        drtrout@bellsouth.net 

• Secretary-   Ken McKinnon      wildturkeyflyer@gmail.com 

•  Treasurer-  Warren Martin  treasurer@goldrushtu.org 

Board members/ committee chair 

Ken Nicholes           board member                        ken.nichols0@gmail.com                                                                       

 Ken McKinnon newsletter  newsletter@goldrushtu.org 

Fred Ruppel TU council rep.  streamwalker2@aol.com 

Ben trail  raffle boss  btrail@windstream.net 

John Simmons web site   johnsi@goldrushtu.org 

Mike Thornton fly tying   drtrout@bellsouth.net 

Pat Pattillo education  jpat@windstream.net 

Marge Ruppel sunshine                   mar2391@aol.com 

Kenny Simmons fundraising  kenny@froghollowflyfishing.com 

Sherman Head mentoring  beartooth@windstream.net 

 

 

 

mailto:johnsi@goldrushtu.org
mailto:drtrout@bellsouth.net
mailto:drtrout@bellsouth.net
mailto:wildturkeyflyer@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer@goldrushtu.org
mailto:ken.nichols0@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@goldrushtu.org
mailto:streamwalker2@aol.com
mailto:btrail@windstream.net
mailto:johnsi@goldrushtu.org
mailto:drtrout@bellsouth.net
mailto:jpat@windstream.net
mailto:mar2391@aol.com
mailto:kenny@froghollowflyfishing.com
mailto:beartooth@windstream.net


“Catchin' Corner" - Trouting Tips  

The following brief article is reprinted with permission from the Fly Shack Newsletter 

http://www.flyshack.com/  

September: The Blue-Winged Olive Little olives start hatching in reliable numbers in September and often 

keep hatching until the snow flies. Except for bigger Isonychia mayflies and sometimes autumn caddis, 

there's not much else going on in the way of bug life, and therefore you can fish the BWO fully confident that 

you've picked the right fly. Confident anglers catch more fish.  
Trouting tips submitted by Jeff Durniak: A slight hint of fall has our hopes up, as the mountain mornings are now a 
bit cooler and the acorns are starting to drop. Weekend warriors may have to dodge a few showers this weekend, but 
these numerous summer showers have been welcome recharges to north Georgia streams and rivers. Use the 
internet's USGS "real time" stream gauges to work around the weather and put water conditions in your fishing favor. 
* Headwater Trout Streams - They are still fishing well for dedicated anglers who wear camo and head to high 
elevations. Enjoy the recent pics and videos on NGTO. Examples: a) Scenery HERE b) Stalking HERE c) Specks HERE * 
Good Flyfishing Tips - Great thoughts from an expert to help you this fall: 
http://midcurrent.com/techniques/nymphing-no-nos/ 
“Catchin' Corner" - Trouting Tips  

The following brief article is reprinted with permission from the Fly Shack Newsletter 

http://www.flyshack.com/  
October: The Woolly Bugger: Like many of these flies, you can have a reasonable expectation of success with the 
Bugger in just about any month. But something about the onset of fall, the chill in the air, the urgency of spawning 
and the need for fish to gain weight for the winter calls for a large, wiggly bug that appears to be alive and reminds 
fish of favorite meals like stoneflies, hellgrammites and crayfish. Fish it dead drift, on the swing or stripped just below 
the surface 

http://midcurrent.com/techniques/nymphing-no-nos/
http://midcurrent.com/techniques/nymphing-no-nos/
http://midcurrent.com/techniques/nymphing-no-nos/
http://midcurrent.com/techniques/nymphing-no-nos/
http://midcurrent.com/techniques/nymphing-no-nos/

