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MEETI NG PLACE 
We meet the first Tuesday of the month at Camp Glisson just north of Dahlonega. 
Dinner is served at 6:30 PM. while it lasts, and programs start around 
7:00 PM. All members and guest are welcome! 
Camp Glisson is just two miles north of Dahlonega on Highway 60. 
Turn left onto Camp Glisson Road and continue about one mile through the camp to the 
bridge on your right. Cross the bridge and Ivie Lodge is 100 yards on the left. 
See you there! 
Dinner $5 to 8 ( dependent on the menu) is served at 6:30 PM for those who wish to eat. 
Program begins at 7 PM. 
We also do “FLYSWATTERS” You bring two flies that you have tied or bought, one fly is 
donated to the chapter for a future raffle at the cookout; you will receive a ticket for the 
other fly which is placed on the FLYSWATTER. The 
Flyswatter Flies are raffled that night. Tickets may be purchased for 
$1.00. 
visitors welcome.  
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PROGRAM OF THE MONTH 

Featured speaker will be  

Kenny Simmons 

Kenny is by profession a photographer/videographer and fly fishing 

guide along with being the manager of Frog Hollow Fly Fishing  see: 

froghollowflyfishing.com 

 

Kenny’s presentation will be on the various aspects and current state of 

competitive fly fishing…he will have video, video interviews with 

fisherman and discuss different types of competitions  

 

 

  

 



DIRECTORS MESSAGE 

GOLD RUSH IS STILL IN SEARCH OF A MEMBER THAT WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THE POSITION OF Vice 
President . 

Still looking for feed back or suggestions that you as a member would like to see the club to 
undertake, in the form of programs, or outings ,dinner menu, to classes to help with 
casting ,knot tying . 

We do have a fly tying class the second Thursday of the month ( at the American Legion Hall)  , 
we have all the tools necessary for those of you that do not have fly tying tools. The class is 
geared for the beginner but also have some experienced tiers. 

 

 

 



Upcoming events 
 

• GOLD RUSH FAMILY FUN DAY SET FOR SUNDAY OCTOBER 7, 2012 

•   DETAILST TO FOLLOW 

•    SO BE SURE TO WATCH FOR THEM; GREAT BUCKET RAFFEL AND SILENT 
ACUTION ITEMS NOT TO MENTION GREAT EATS 

 
 

 

 

FFF South Eastern Council Festival April 27th thru April 29th  to be held at Unicoi Lodge 

  

Trout Camp  June 10 thru June 15  

 

 

• On Wednesday May 9th the Chattahoochee National Forest Hatchery at Rock Creek will be 
having Kids Fishing Day for disabled children. The staff has asked for volunteers to come 
assist in setting up and 
working with the kids as they fish. This is one of only a few times fishing is allowed in the 
actual trout runs and the children have a great time. If you are available and would like to 
help in this worthy cause please contact Carl Riggs at 678-371-7191 or 7turns@tds.net. 
Times for event are 9-12 but volunteers will need to be at the hatchery by 8:30 before the 
kids arrive. Please carpool if possible, parking is very limited. All equipment will be supplied 
by the hatchery. The Chattahoochee Nantahala Chapter from Blairsville will also be assisting 

 

http://us.mc1620.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=7turns@tds.net


Events continued 

 

Please note that due to summer camps at Camp 
Gilson we will meet at Frog Hollow the month 
of June and July . You can visit their web site 
for directions “froghollowflyfishing.com” 

 

The program for June will involve  casting and 
proper fly presentation instruction so bring 
your fly rod 



FLY OF THE MONTH 
Long loop emerger 

 

#14 wet fly hook 

Tail- antron yarn 

Body- near hair dubbing 

Loop – CDC feathers 

 

Yes the photo is a little fuzzy, just 
assume you are a fish and this is 
what it really looks like to you 



Activities and past events 
Wounded Warrior – fly fishing for Vets; April 21,2012 held at Paces Mill Park in Atlanta of Cobb 
Parkway SE  

Gold Rush represented by: Ken McKinnon, Mike Thornton, Ben Trail, Bill Fox, Sherman Head, 
Fred and Marge Ruppel, and Pat Pittillo 

Though some one at Georgia Power didn’t get the message to not have a release, causing the 
river to be un-wadeable and muddy when we first arrived . It did settle down some by 10 AM 
when some of the vets could get into the water,  though footing was treacherous. 

Very few fish were caught despite the stocking effort by DNR and volunteers .   

Gold Rush member were instrumental in helping out at the practice and instruction area of 
casting  along with taking a Vet one on one into the river to get some fishing in. The Vets that I 
had in the water were very grateful for the chance to experience fly fishing most for the first 
time. Dan ( a Vet now with the Medical Corp working with returning Vets) found casting in the 
river very relaxing and if he had not been called by one of his buddies to go get lunch I think we 
would still  be out there in the river casting away. Curtis who Pat had been working with I the 
casting area caught two trout , I didn’t know you could dance in a circle while trying to land a 
fish but Curtis showed us all that it can be done. 

A great  and rewarding  day  was had by all. 

Did I mention a great lunch was provided:: hot dogs ,burgers  and brats, oh and the brats.!! 

 

 

 

See photos  on  page 15 



conservation and items of interest 

 

 

Iron on patches available  for your 
shirts, hats or gear bag at just $5.00  
Available at the monthly meetings 



SURVEY SHEET 
 

  

 



 FISHING REPORTS 
 

Fishing Report South Holston  by Mike Thornton  
 

On April 10-15, Sam Johnson, Jim Neal, Fred Ruppel, Sherman Head, Mike Thornton, And Ben Trail 
journeyed to the South Holston. 
 On the first day Jim and Mike took a guide trip with Rhett from Trophy Water Guide Service.   The first 
half of the day was spent wade fishing at the Castaways. The action was steady and all subsurface. 
Several nice fish were caught and released. After lunch Rhett launched the drift boat, and we fished 
down to the lake. About 3:30 pm a monumental sulfur hatch came off, and the fish went crazy rising 
to the hatch.  It was just amazing to see the huge heads breaking the water, snarfing the insects. We 
spent almost two hours sight fishing to these boys, all in the 12-18” range. Both rainbows and browns 
were feeding, all with the beautiful colors of wild fish. We ended our float about 7pm and returned to 
the house.  
The other guys had also experienced the same hatch at the Castaways and all caught a bunch of fish. 
Sam hooked and nearly landed a fish of epic proportions, a monster (24-27”) brown trout. He expertly 
played the fish for several minutes and got him to hand, before the behemoth turned and made a last 
run, snapping him off.  the hatch that first day was the heaviest, but each succeeding day also had 
sulfurs coming off and fish rising to them. There is nothing quite like stalking a fish, seeing him rise, 
figuring out the fly then casting to that fish, having him eat the fly, then fight him like crazy before you 
land him.  It was even sweeter because we all tied flies the nights before fishing, so many of the fish 
we caught were on flies we had tied. 
The weather was perfect with temps in the 30’s early morning, rising to 60 during the day. During the 
week we also found two restaurants, both in grocery stores, with wonderful country food. The 
specialty in one was a slaw dog. I didn’t have one, but reports were that the dog was cold, the slaw 
tasty, and the chili dripping over the sides. Sam was disappointed when he was told he couldn’t order 
a mocha latte and spinach Quiche but he seemed  happy enough to settle for a cheeseburger. At the 
end of five days, six fisherman came home weary, but all had smiles on their faces. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 



TIPS AND ANTIDOES 
  

The Gita Fly 
Russell Stephens was a retired Canton High School teacher who I first met at the organizational 
meeting of the Cohutta Chapter of T.U. in Marietta Ga. Can’t remember the year but it’s been a while. 
 Being a neophyte fly fisher who was looking for help in learning the ways of the fly, Russell appeared 
to be someone who might fit the bill. Since I was working most weekends and usually had my choice of 
days off during the week, we were a perfect fit.  Russell, like most retirees did not like to fish on 
weekends Thus began a long and rewarding friendship.   
 Russell was the best small stream fisherman I ever saw by far. 
 He was a little guy, maybe 5’ 6” and about 135#, soaking wet. He had a deep voice befitting someone 
twice his size. Russell knew every stream in North Georgia that could hold a fish and several different 
ways to get there. He never took anyone the same way twice.  
When fishing, Russell always wore dark clothing and approached a fishing spot in a crouch, wading 
slowly and carefully. He was a master of the roll cast. He cast with an economy of motion that put his 
fly right where he wanted it despite tight places and overhanging brush. I fished with him for a long 
time before I knew that he could make an overhead cast and a good one too. Russell usually fished 
with one of his creations called a “Gita” (pronounced “Geeta”. He had two versions, a wet and a dry. 
The Wet was tied wetfly style, with a white downwing, a golden pheasant tippet tail, and a cream 
dubbed body with a gold rib, size 6 or 8. It was heavily weighted with lead wire. 
 The dry was tied with the same materials sans the lead. I once asked Russell if he ever fished with any 
thing else. “ Oh, I fish a wooly worm on a dropper sometimes”. 

 Russell taught me a lot, the most important two: If the fish see or hear you, you won’t catch 
them. More important than what is on the end of your leader is how you fish it. 
Russell passed on several years ago. It was only at his funeral that I learned that he was a fighter 
pilot during WW2, flying Lockheed P38’s in the Pacific. 
 
Next page 
 



Tips continued 

• Russell’s magic fly was the Gita. Most of us have a fly that we reach for when the 
fishing gets tough, a fly that we are confident that the fish will take if we fish it 
properly. We succeed with it because we concentrate on presenting it. We know it 
will catch fish!                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                         
•   hook     Mustad 94840, 12-14   
• Thread   Cream               
• Wing      Turkey flat (white) 
• Tail        Golden pheasant tippets    
• Body      Cream fur                 Rib         Gold tinsel  

 

   
  

 



LINKS AND SITES 

Of course the best place for information is our own web site 
goldrushtu.org 

For those with a face book account : 

•Federation of fly fishers 

•R&R fly fishing 

•Fisherman’s handbook 

 

•Also U Tube ( fly fishing ) has great videos on fishing and tying  

•The Itinerant angler podcast 

•Askaboutflyfishinhg.com ( another pod cast) 

•NGTO ( North Georgia Trout On line)  

 

 

 

 



PHOTO GALLERY 
   The one that got off                                                                                                            yes: Gold Rush is here 

No kidding this this is how you do it Gold Rush jumping right in 



More photo’s 


