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Gold Rush TU Chapter’s Meeting Place: 

The February  7 th chapter meeting will be at Camp Gilson  ( Ivey Lodge ) 

 

 

Speaker will be: Bill Hess ,  Bill will present a program on Nature Conservation-------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
VISIT OUR WEB SITE   www.goldrushtu.org 
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We Meet 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING- Ivey Lodge @ Camp Glissen 
1st Tuesday of the Month 6:30 PM – Social & Dinner 7:00 PM –. 
See you there! 
Dinner (TBA) is served at 6:30 PM for those who wish to eat. 
Program begins at 7 PM: Program this month will be SEE ABOVE 
 
FLY TYING---THE SECOND THURSDAY ----WE MEET AT American 
Legion Hall behind chick-fli-A 
All are welcome we have extra equipment for those who would like to give 
tying a try—if we were all that good there would be no need for a class, so 
come on out. 
==================================================================== 

Note from the President 
===================================================================== 

this note from past President  
Georgia Council Quarterly Meeting Summary 

The Georgia Council of Trout Unlimited held its Quarterly Meeting on Sat. Dec 3 at the USFS 

Building in Gainesville Ga. Our Gold Rush chapter was well represented by - Rick O‟Hara, 

Sherman Head, Fred Ruppel, Marge Ruppel, Ben Trail and Bill Hess.  These meetings are open 

to any TU member, so please consider joining us to see how your council and all the TU chapters 

are working together to achieve our TU mission. We will keep you posted on the time and 

location of each quarterly meeting. 

The Dec. meeting is used to cover normal business along with the process of assembling the 

2012 Calendar. Input from Council Program Chairmen, Chapters, DNR, and USFS all provide 

input to identify and coordinate activities. Please consider viewing the Council Website at 

http://georgiatu.org/  than choose “About Us” and „Calendar” to keep abreast of monthly events, 

dates, times and locations.    

The Council is doing a lot of outstanding programs and projects such as, Back the Brookie, 

Embrace a Stream, Project Healing Waters, Fly Casting for Recovery, UGA Endowments and 

Annual Trout Camp. They are also very active in Conservation issues i.e. Chattooga River 

Alternatives, Hatchery funding and impact on stocking, and DNR and USFS efforts to improve 

our streams. To learn more about these activities please take a look at the Council website or 

contact me as your Chapter Representative to the Georgia Council. We have plenty of 

opportunities to get involved. 

Fred Ruppel - Council Representative    Streamwalker2@aol.com    Cell – 678-520-4378 

am submitting these photos as a member of the Gold Rush Chapter for the next newsletter. 

 

http://georgiatu.org/
mailto:Streamwalker2@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

FISHING REPORT 
 

South Holston Report  1/15/12 
By Mike Thornton 

 

Jim Neale and I made a trip to the South Holtson this past weekend.  We awoke to 20 

degree temps and 20 mph winds on Friday morning with one inch of snow on the ground 

and more coming. 

 

The dam was generating and the roads were icy. So we had to wait until the salt trucks had 

treated the roads, before we finally got out at noon.  We made our way to the dam, and 

despite the single digit wind chill factor, we had a good afternoon of fishing.  The fish were 

taking either a #18 parachute adams or Bwo.  The next morning, we were able to fish at the 

Castaways and had some luck with nymphs, mostly size 20 zebras before the water came 

up.  We then made our way back to the dam area.  The weather was slightly warmer with 

snow coming down and a wind chill of 20 degrees. 

 

The fish were again rising, but were much finickier.  The hatch included much smaller 

insects, and the flies to match were 20-24 Bwo. 

 

Fish were again caught.  The afternoon ended back at the Castaways after the water came 

down.  Again fish were caught on a zebra pattern. 

 

At the end of the day, two tired, cold fisherman enjoyed some Tequila and a hot bowl of 

chili. 

Tight lines, 

 

Mike 

 

Cole Landy, AFFC & Gold Rush Chapter TU member, on the Amicalola on 

Saturday, January 7, 2012.  We fished both the lower & upper sections of the 

DH section.  Cole wore himself out after 5 1/2 hours of fishing & hiking. 

He said that it was due to track practice earlier in the week.  Cole's a 

multi-sport 14 year old that also loves to fly fish.  You should see his 

double haul! 

Take a kid fishing... 

Ken Louko 



 

"Playing it Forward" 

PHOTO GALLARY 

  
 

 

 

 

Uni-knot verses Duncan Loop…who’s knot is it? 

 
The AFFS school has historically taught the Uni-knot as a loop knot that slips and allows for 

reopening the loop after the knot slips down to the hook eye. The Duncan loop on the other hand 

has been taught as a non-slip loop knot that is tied in a very similar fashion as shown below: 

Duncan Loop 

 
 

 



Uni-Knot 

 
 

Examination of these knots clearly shows that they can be confused with each other. Moreover, 

the interactive knot websites and various literature describe the Uni-knot  and the Duncan loop as 

the same loop in some cases and on other sites and literature, the knots are distinguished as 

different knots. For instance, the Encyclopedia of Fishing Knots & Rigs  shows the Duncan 

loop tied as a non-slip loop as shown above and points out that the Duncan loop is often 

confused with the Uni-knot. Other websites refer to one knot (Duncan & Uni-knot) as identical 

and show them tied as shown above in the Uni-knot diagram.  In addition, some websites refer to 

the Uni-knot/Duncan loop as a non-slip loop when it is cinched up tight. The Duncan loop 

typically slips on all small tippet sizes (3x -8x), and may be difficult to slip on larger sizes. 

 

So with that confusion the question that requires an answer is who was the original developer of 

the Duncan loop and how did the same knot get the name “Uni-Knot”? In addition, how did the 

non-slip                                                    

version get designated as the Duncan loop when the inventor never suggested tying the knot in 

that fashion? In order to address this question Norman Duncan was contacted and asked to 

provide some 

history on how the knots were introduced to the fishing industry and which knot is really the 

Duncan loop.  

Norman Duncan lives in south Florida and invented the slip version of the loop knot in 1962 and 

in a short time the knot became known as the Duncan loop. In the mid 1970‟s  a local outdoor 

writer by the name of Vic Dunaway visited with Mr. Duncan and asked to see how this knot was 

tied. Norman showed him the details of the knot and several months later Mr. Dunaway 

published an article in a sportfishing magazine and claimed to have invented the a new knot 

called the “Uni-Knot”. This claim of a new knot was justified by opining that it was adapted to 

other applications for the knot. Those applications are not known and the Duncan loop and the 

“Uni-Knot” became a knot known by two different names.  

 

The non-slip version of the Duncan loop that is documented in the Encyclopedia of Fishing 

Knots & Rigs is almost identical to the Duncan loop except that it is tied with the tag end of the 

line going around a loop on the standing line of the knot. This knot when it is completed will not 

slip and according to Norman Duncan is not his design and does not believe it was ever tested to 

compare its knot strength to the slip version of the real Duncan loop knot.  

 

In order to address the issue of knot strength between the slip and non-slip versions of the knot, 

the AFFS went back to Georgia Tech research lab (NEETRAC) and had the non-slip version 



tested. The average breaking strength for the two knots compared to the improved clinch knot is 

shown below: 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

                        *  This knot was tested on nylon tippet with intrinsic strength lower than other tests                            

While it is expected that these results will vary with different tippet materials and probably with 

different size leaders, they show a clear trend in average strength. Moreover, additional tests 

made at the NEETRAC lab have shown that quality control in manufacturing nylon and 

fluorocarbon materials is not that well controlled and the breaking strength of some materials is 

very poor and well below advertised limits. 

 

This investigation did not turn up a developer for the non-slip version of the Duncan loop. 

However the loop knot is tied in a very similar fashion as the real Duncan loop and exhibits 

similar knot strength. This knot has application as another non-slip loop and could be used if the 

knot is easier to tie than other non-slip loops. However it is not a Duncan loop and the original 

Duncan loop should not be referred to as a Uni-knot.  

 

Fly of the Month 
 

Parachute Adams 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Upcoming work days 
  

Stocking opportunity at the Amicaloia  river at the  hwy 53 bridge on Thursday Feb. 2
nd

  11:00 

AM short notice but see photo‟s below from last month 

 

PHOTO GALLERY 
 

We had an absolutely fantastic Steelhead trip to Western New York State this year along 

Steelhead Alley between Buffalo and the PA state line. 

 

One of our trip members stated that he had one of the “best day of fishing of his entire life”.  I 

won‟t say how many he landed that day but it was a ridiculous number. 

The “Steel” were plentiful.  Also caught some nice Browns.  The trip took place from Nov. 13 – 

19; fished Nov. 14-18, 2011.  Had one day of just a little snow which positively added to the 

whole Steelhead trip experience.  That was the first bit of snow that I have encountered in over 

10 years of steel heading in NYS. 

 

KNOT Average breaking strength (lbs.) 

Duncan loop (slip version) 5.4 lbs.  (82% of tippet strength) 

Duncan loop (non-slip version) 3.8 lbs (78% of tippet strength)* 

Improved clinch knot 5.73 lbs.  (87% of tippet strength) 



Regards, 

 

 

Ken Luko 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GOLD RUSH VOLLENTEERS STOCKING AT THE AMICALOIA PHOTOS AS 

PUBLISHED IN ANGLER MAGIZINE: 

 



    
 

 


