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Gold Rush TU Chapter’s Meeting Place 

Camp Glisson, Ivie Lodge, Dahlonega, GA visit their website at www.campglisson.org 

 

1st Tuesday of the Month   6:30 PM – Social & Dinner   7:00 PM – Program & 

Meeting 

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, 5 May 2009   Program: Program begins at 7 PM. The 

program for    May 5 will include Lumpkin County High School students and 

basic stream monitoring by John Vermont, All visitors welcome.  

We meet the first Tuesday of every month in Ivie Lodge at beautiful Camp Glisson 

just north of Dahlonega. Dinner is served at 6:30 PM. while it lasts, and programs 

start around 7:00 PM. All members and guest are welcome! Camp Glisson is just two 

miles north of Dahlonega on Highway 60. Turn left onto Camp Glisson Road and 

continue about one mile through the camp to the bridge on your right. Cross the 

bridge and Ivie Lodge is 100 yards on the left. 

See you there! 

At every regular chapter meeting there will be a raffle for fishing or camping items. 

Fundraiser money is used for projects on education, restoration and helps promote 

our vision. Bring an item to donate and a dollar or two for raffle tickets – it’s FUN and 

you might win something. 

We also do “FLYSWATTERS” You bring two flies that you have tied or bought, one fly 

is donated to the chapter for a future raffle at the cookout; you will receive a ticket for 

the other fly which is placed on the FLYSWATTER. The Flyswatter Flies are raffled 

that night. Tickets may be purchased for $3.00. 

 

____________________________________________________________________  

New Website 

John Simmons, a dedicated member of Gold Rush TU is volunteering his time 

and talent and has created us a new professional website. Please check out the 

new website and send John a big Thank You!! www.goldrushtu.org  
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Join the Celebration 

2009 marks the 50

th

 anniversary of Trout Unlimited 

Chapter Report 

Deborah Scott 

 

 Here we are the beginning of May, we have accomplished quite a bit so far this year, and have 

much more to achieve. We have already far exceeded our strategic goals from last year and will 

need to get creative and energized for future success. Don’t give out now; there is much to be done. 

Our chapter has begun to outgrow my leadership capabilities it will soon be time to turn it over to 

more capable hands if we are going to continue to grow. May meeting will be at Camp Glisson, but 

June and July, due to camp being in session, we will have to meet elsewhere. Kenny Simmons at 

Frog Hollow has graciously offered his home for our June and July meetings. June will just be a 

member social, and July, Kenny will do a presentation for us, and we are also inviting our two Trout 

Camp campers to share with us their experience at camp. Lots of activities going on in May, be sure 

to check out the event listing on our website and also the great job John did on the GA Hatches 

under Fishin. We have an awesome website! Feel free to jump in and get involved where ever you 

feel comfortable. Summertime is here and it has been difficult for me to go from trout mode to lake 

mode fishing, I still have not caught a brookie yet and must do that soon. We have water in Lake 

Lanier, Yeah! Get outdoors and enjoy! FISH ON!      Deborah 

 

 In an attempt to take over and produce a monthly issue of the newsletter I am the new newsletter 

editor.  

Please as this is your newsletter you can be a part of it by sending your pictures with captions as 

where, when and how you caught the fish, .  

You can also share with the club those memorable trips in your youth or anywhere in between, 

about a great fishing trip or of how the big one got away. 

We will also accept articles of fantasy or fiction 

Also if you are running out of room for some of your fishing gear or are looking for good quality used 

gear , this is a great place to announce those items 

If you have a great link to other clubs or web sites send them along . 

 

You can forward such items to me:   Ken McKinnon  at wildturkeyflyer@gmail.com  

Or continue to send them to              Deborah at littlebee7@yahoo.com  

                                                                                                                                                                     kjm 

 

 

 

Gold Rush Chapter #733 Membership 

Welcome New Members: Steve Dotson, Emile Foisy, Ben Traic, Randy Johnson, Josh Turner, 

Howard Banks, Seth Kirkland, Victor Wallace, Tony Page, Daniel Bosanko, Frog Hollow Fly Fishing, 

John and Kenny Simmons 

Renewed/Contributed: Richard Trotter 

Soon to Expire, RENEW TODAY: Angela Arnold, Jack Barnett, Harley Cofield, Raymond Deblois, 

Thomas Paholski, Ron Peterson, Dennis Pitts, Scott Surles 

Expired, renew immediately: Trent Conner, Scott Goss, Edward Robinson 

You can join/renew by logging on to www.tu.org or calling 1-800-834-2419 
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Upcoming Events 

1-3 May       – SE TU Rally, Hungry Mother, see www.tu.org  

   5 May       – Gold Rush Chapter Meeting – Lumpkin Co High School students and basic stream    

                          monitoring by John Vermont project 

   9 May      – Blue Ridge Chapter Fundraiser – High Country Boil, 530pm, see    

                          www.blueridgetu.com  

10 May        – Mothers Day 

16 May        – Stover Creek Workday 

23 May        – Betty Creek Workday for Trout Camp 

 

28-30 May   – SE FFF Conclave at Calloway Gardens 

30 May        – TU Council Meeting, Blairsville, GA, 9am  

7-12 Jun      – TROUT CAMP. get your background check forms in now, if you plan to volunteer see 

                             www.tu.org Trout Camp 

Stream of the Month 

Make plans for these future fishing trips. If you would like to guide one of these trips or have a favorite stream you’d like to share with the chapter 

members, please let us know.  

 Jan       Noontootla/Stover Creek Blue Ridge WMA 

 Feb       Amicalola DH (flexible) 

 March   Chattahoochee DH or Tallulah (Caddis Hatch) 

 April     Chattooga DH Camping (Can’t miss trip!!!) 

 May      Davidson, NC (Green Drakes?) 

 June     Upper Chattahoochee (Stockers and wild fish) 

 July      Coopers/Rock Creek (Nice wet wading and dry fly action) 

 August Toccoa Tail water (Best bet) 

 Sept     Stover/Three Forks 

 Oct       Conasauga River, Cohutta Wilderness Area 

 Nov      Smith’s Creek DH 

  Dec     Dukes Creek (flexible) 

These are only suggestions of streams for each month, please feel free to contact any of our board members, many of our members volunteer their 

time and knowledge to take someone fishing on these and other waters. 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 May Stream of the Month 

 The STOTM for May is North Carolina’s Davidson River, in the Pisgah National Forest near Brevard. 

The Davidson is a fairly large, easy to wade stream, with a good population of rainbows and browns especially 

in the fly-fishing only section. There should be some very good hatches at this time of the year, Hendricksons, 

Sulfurs, numerous caddis and (if you hit it lucky) Green Drakes. 

The river is just north of Brevard. Follow 64 through Brevard and turn left on 276. Look for Davidson River 

Outfitters on the left. You can get your N.C. license here and also find out what’s hatching. They might even 

sell you the hot pattern for the current conditions. 

 The river follows 276 for several miles and will be on your left. Numerous pull offs and parking areas give 

good access to the stream. The lower part of the river is heavily stocked and open to all types of fishing. 

Above Avery Creek, the regulations are fly-fishing only, catch and release. As you continue, Highway 276 

leaves the Davidson where it intersects with FS 475. Turn left and cross the bridge on 475 to access the upper 

river (fish hatchery sign)  

Camping is available at the Davidson River Campground, which is on your left on the lower part of the river. 

This is a large campground with several sections and hot showers.  

I like to camp in the Riverbend area where it is a short walk to the fly-fishing only section. 

Other streams in the area are Looking Glass Creek, North Mills River, and more. 

I would give you directions to Brevard, but you’d swear there’s a better way. Try Mapquest. 

Anyone interested in this trip or possible being a guide, please contact Deborah Scott, littlebee7@yahoo.com 
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Join the Celebration 

2009 marks the 50

th

 Anniversary 

of Trout Unlimited 

TU's Stream Clean-Up Day: June 13, 2009 

Visit: www.tu50.org 

Keep this date open on your calendar Gold Rush TU is working out the details for our big Stream 

Clean-Up Day to celebrate the 50

th

 Anniversary of Trout Unlimited 

 

Water Sampling 

Gold Rush TU has been asked by DNR and USFS to collect water samples from Stover and 

Chester Creek. These samples are to be collected once during the four seasons and after a good 

inch of rain. Springs collection was done the 14

th

 of April, and plans to do Summer in July, Fall in 

October, and Winter in late December, early January. Once these samples 

are collected, they are put on ice and then delivered to Duncan Hughes at the 

Soque River Watershed Association in Clarkesville, Ga. Thanks to all of you 

who volunteered. We will have a training session at our May and June 

meetings for those who are willing to devote the time and miles needed to 

collect and deliver these samples. 

 

 

 

Trout Expo 

Gold Rush members, Deborah Scott, Sherman and Beni Gail Head, took a little road trip to Rome, 

Ga. for the Coosa Valley TU’s Trout Expo at the Georgia Highland College the 25

th

 of April. New 

member, Ben Trail and his wife also made the journey to visit with us. We took 

our TFO, Sierra Club, FFF fly rods and did casting with folks from the ages of 

3 to 73. There were fly tying, spin casting, DNR, WRD, entomology, Ga. 

Women Flyfishers, Unicoi Outfitters just to name a few. You could walk 

around the gym to each table and be filled with information and opportunity. 

Cones and casting baskets and rings were set up inside to practice your 

casting. A large pond out back provided hands on fishing experience. Hats off to Coosa Valley TU 

for a very well organized and represented event. We look forward to next year. Thanks again to 

TFO, Sierra Club and Federation of Fly Fishers for donating the rods, what a great tool to have for 

these events.  

 

MAY HATCHES: 

Go to the web site www.goldrushtu.org and click on FISH’N  and then go down to HATCHES , go to the 

appropriate  month and see hatches , run your mouse out to the left to see a picture of that fly 

  

 

Trout Camp 

This year we will be sponsoring two campers for trout camp. Nick from Dublin, Ga, and Elly from 

Dahlonega. Congratulations future TU anglers, you are going to camp. Soon you will be receiving a 

list of what to bring, as well as the required health and release forms. To you TU members, 

volunteers are always needed to help with trout camp and you do get back more than you give. 

Betty Creek Workday will be 23 May, we can carpool. Last year we pruned a lot and built several 

gabions, this year should be much easier. Join us for a day on the creek to prepare for Trout Camp. 

Visit www.georgiatu.org Trout Camp for more details, or contact one of your board members.  
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Press Release:  Pisgah Trout Unlimited 40

th

 Anniversary  

                         Banquet and Fund Raiser 

 

The Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited is celebrating our 40

th

 Anniversary of community service with our 

annual banquet and fund raiser on Saturday, May 16

th

 at Camp Green Cove on Lake Summit.  The banquet is 

open to our members, friends of cold water resources and the public.  Tickets are $20 for a Blue Grass prelude 

on the deck overlooking the lake followed by a BBQ dinner catered by Mountain View BBQ.  We have 

raffles, silent, and live auctions for great fishing items, vacation getaways, and items for non-anglers like 

dinners at local restaurants, and Tourists Baseball tickets! 

 

For the full schedule of banquet and our other events, visit our web site: http://main.nc.us/PCTU/ 

 

Pisgah TU’s 300+ members support three Kids Fishing Days annually, Trout in the Classroom in six middle 

schools in Henderson, Transylvania and Polk counties, a cold water resources scholarship to NC State, the 

Davidson River Project, and Rivercourse – a week long summer camp for young teens.  New programs we are 

working with this year are “Muddy Sneakers” and “Kids in the Creek”.  The annual banquet is how we raise 

the funds to maintain and expand this work. 

 

Tickets need to be obtained before the banquet and are available at Mast General Store in Hendersonville, 

Davidson River Outfitters in Brevard, and Curtis Wright Outfitters in Asheville and Saluda.  Tickets are still 

just $20 for the entire event, including door prizes and a really great grand prize drawing to be announced 

soon.  Order your tickets now by sending a check for $20 made out to Pisgah TU.  Send your order to: 

Chris Ellis  

PO.  Box 396  

Horse Shoe, NC 28742 

 

We’ll have your tickets for you at the banquet will-call welcome table.  We look forward to seeing you and 

celebrating our Chapter’s 40

th

 Anniversary and the 50

th

 Anniversary of Trout Unlimited national organization 

devoted to the protection and preservation of our cold water resources. 

This message was sent to GA TU members.  Please include the information in your newsletter and discuss at your next 

chapter meeting.   

Additional newspaper articles: 

The Citizen 04/14/2009: http://www.thecitizen.com/~citizen0/node/36231 

AJC article on Flint River as America’s #2 on American Rivers Endangered List 

www.ajc.com/news/content/metro/stories/2009/04/07/flint_river_endangered.html 

AJC article June 26, 2008 on Flint River   

www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/stories/2008/06/26/flint_river_damming.html 
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Fishing reports: 

 

* Chattooga River 

Rabunites say the Chattooga DH is still fishing very well. Trouttackler and Guru increased the 

sample size and confirmed these  findings.  Don't miss the evening hatch, so stay until "slap-dark" 

and walk out behind a flashlight.  Try skating a #16 tan caddis dry fly UPSTREAM on the water 

surface  if the fish won't hit the normal, drag-free drift.  Add a #16 hare's ear soft hackle as a dropper 

3 ft below your dry.  Cast, skitter upstream 3 feet, let it drift back, then  skitter again.  "Rises" are like 

bass crashing a Jitterbug. 

Rabunite Jim Kidd (photo) says fishing's good!  Congrats to Jim on hisrecent retirement as the 

Chattahoochee/Oconee National Forests' Lands Program Manager.  He acquired a lot of prime real 

estate along Georgia trout streams for all of us to enjoy!  He has a very good slide program 

on the Land and Water Conservation Fund, if any of your clubs are looking for a speaker.  Reach 

Jim thru rabuntu.com and hope that he can take a break from fishing long enough to talk to ya'll! 

 

* Stocked Trout Streams 

We like rain!  Lots of water and fish are available and distributed well along the streams, so cover 

some water for your best success.   

 

Stream of the week: 

try the "Big Three" near Chattahoochee Forest National Fish Hatchery. They are Rock Creek, 

Cooper Creek, and the Toccoa River.   Combine some camping and fishing with some fish watching 

at the hatchery for a fun family trip.  These are popular streams and can get crowded near easy 

access points.  However, you can easily outwalk most folks by going a half-mile away from your 

vehicle. 

http://www.fs.fed.us/conf/rec/rogs/fishing/cprfish.htm  

http://www.fs.fed.us/conf/dpholecp.shtml  

http://www.fws.gov/southeast/ChattahoocheeForest/ 

 

If stream wading is tricky for you, try the Rock Creek, Winfield Scott, or Vogel lakes! 

http://www.fs.fed.us/conf/lkwncmp.htm 

 Nottley 

It's still real cold and clear.  Nick and Chris nearly got skunked with the shocking boat today (4/22).  

Fish deeper, or wait for some warmer water and maybe a good rain in the next week or two  to stain 

the water and bring them up shallow. 

 

*Lake Hartwell (4/21) 

We've been doing our annual spring sampling on Hartwell this week.  The water temperatures are 

about 10 degrees below normal for this time of year, which means that the usual spring spawning 

migrations for crappie, hybrids, and largemouth bass are delayed.  We found a ton of crappie in 

1-2 feet of water in the recently flooded grass line in the back of Eastanollee Creek.  Bass are also 

moving into the flooded grassy areas in the very back, and I mean the very back of the coves 

throughout the lake, if the water temperature is above 60 degrees.  We found 54 degree 

water in Shoal Creek and no fish were shallow there.  The flooded grass is mostly spike rush, which 

is coarse and sharp, so anglers may want to increase their fishing line test when casting for bass in 

the weeds. Bluebacks are also cruising the weeds, so this will be a terrific spring 

for topwater lures like Flukes & Trick Worms.  Most of the bass we are seeing right now are 1-2 

pound males in pre-spawn condition.  

We also shocked about 20 hybrid bass in about 10 minutes around the Highway 123 bridge ranging 

from 1 to 5 lb.  We have also noticed an increase in angler activity up the Tugaloo River, so it 

appears that the hybrid bass run is on!  I'll forward some pics when I get time. 
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* Lanier 

Date Fished: 4/20/2009 

Water Temperature: 59 

Water Clarity: 2-3 feet 

 

I fished yesterday and the boat traffic was very mild due to the forecast even though it ended up 

being fairly nice weather most of the day. As Ryan Coleman said last week, there are a bunch of 

largemouth on beds on the lower lake. It is kind of hard to see these fish with the water being so 

stained and with all the pollen. I mostly just watched them. It's really cool to see these bass chase 

away carp and brim. There were a bunch of carp and even the small males would attack carp that 

were many times their own size. I did see a couple of big females (one about 6 or 7 pounds and 

another around 8-9) but I didn't try to catch them because I hope they reproduce. I did play around 

with a few of the smaller males to practice my bed fishing skills. The new water level and all the 

flooded vegetation this year should really help the largemouth population. Between watching the 

bed fish I did manage to catch a couple decent spots along with several dinks skipping docks in the 

back of the coves. These spots were suspended under the floats and most hit the jig head worms on 

the fall. I used a 1/8th SPRO K-Finesse Jig Head rigged with a Zoom Finesse Worm both for the 

bed fish and for skipping the docks.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

19th Annual Southeastern Council Conclave & 

Fly Fishing Show 

May 29 - 30, 2009  

  

  

  

               Attend the 19th Annual Southeastern Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers Conclave 

and Fly Fishing Show at Mountain Creek Inn, Callaway Gardens, Georgia   May 29 -30, 2009   

  

  

Activities include fly fishing at Callaway Gardens and the surrounding areas, casting instruction 

and programs on various aspects of fly fishing techniques and locations, as well as fly tying and 

other exhibitors, auctions and raffles and entrance to certain Callaway Gardens activities.    

  

  

For a room reservations, contact 1-800-CALLAWAY (225-5292) and mention you are attending 

the conclave at the Mountain Creek Inn, May 29-30 for the pre-event special room rate of $102 a 

night (single or double and subject to applicable taxes).   This rate is good until May 15, 2009.  

  

  

Registration Form is attached and Word Document and Adobe PDF versions are available on 

the website at  www.fffsec.org - click on the Registration Form in the RIGHT COLUMN under 

2009 Show Info (payment options include major credit cards). 
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Take a kid fishing 

 Recently, long time friend Steve Kemp, asked if I would accompany him and his 

grandson to the mountains to introduce his grandson Justin to trout fishing. Justin had some 

skills as an angler, having fished for bass and bream in lakes, but had never experienced creek 

fishing in the mountains. Since we have had a lot of rain lately, I felt that our best shot at 

having a successful trip would require going to headwater streams.   

 Steve and I discussed the options and since Justin had to be at a ball game at five 

Saturday afternoon, we decided on Noontootla. We packed our gear and headed to “Three 

Forks” where the Appalachian Trail crosses the main road. I decided that we would have a 

great chance at Brook trout on Stover Creek. Stover has been one of the primary work areas of 

the “Back The Brookie Program” in Georgia. This stream has always had a healthy population 

of brookies and Trout Unlimited along with the US Forest Service and the DNR have 

dedicated many man hours to see to it that the stream becomes a showplace for brook trout.  

 Steve had wanted to introduce Justin to fly fishing as well as trout fishing. Knowing the 

stream as I do I felt that the terrain and vegetation would only frustrate a 13year old novice fly 

angler and that it was best to use spin tackle. Before we ever hit the water I showed Justin that 

his primary cast in the tight confines of the creek would be a simple flip cast. Just a few 

minutes later I felt it was time to walk the Appalachian Trail to the area upstream from the fish 

barrier.   

 After a quarter mile walk on the trail we descended to the creek in search of Brookies. 

During our time on Stover Creek Justin hooked and missed 2 Brook Trout while I caught 3. 

Even though he didn’t get one in, he said that he enjoyed creek fishing much more that bass 

fishing. Justin needed to be back in Rome by 5pm for the ball game so I decided that we would 

try another stream that had a mix of Brooks and Browns. Frick Creek is smaller than Stover, 

but easier to fish. I coached Justin in places to cast and he caught a brown about 7 inches. In 

just a few minutes more he had another brown about 11 inches long. Time was running out so 

we decided to leave for the ball game. Knowing that Justin had trout fever now I told him that 

we would stop at the bridge and make a few more casts. I had him make his first cast to a hole 

upstream of the bridge that had a history of having big trout in it. Justin had hardly begun his 

retrieve when a 3pound rainbow grabbed his Mepps spinner. He brought the big rainbow to the 

shore like a seasoned angler and his grand dad lifted it from the water. I think that now we 

have a future trout Unlimited member and a confirmed case of trout fever 

  

The picture is 13 year old Justin Henderson's big catch of the day and 

his third trout ever. It weighed 3 pounds and was caught on a Mepps spinner in Noontootla Creek near Ellijay.  
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Damming the Flint River 

This message is sent to you as a courtesy by Georgia Trout Unlimited (TU).  While not a cold water conservation issue, 

many TU members across the state have a personal interest in the Flint River and damming of rivers is an ongoing area 

of importance to TU.   

 Recently, American Rivers released "America's Most Endangered Rivers: 2009 Edition" 

www.americanrivers.org/our-work/protecting-rivers/endangered-rivers/2009/flint.html.  This report identifies 

ten rivers facing uncertain futures and Georgia's Flint River is # 2 on the list.  Taken into account are: 

         The magnitude of the threat to the river;  

         A major decision point in the coming year;  

         The regional and national significance of the river. 

A two-year drought has revived calls to dam the Flint River.  Last year, U.S. Representative Lynn 

Westmoreland proposed a $10 million environmental and feasibility study on the impact of damming the Flint 

River.   Additionally, U.S. Representative Nathan Deal has expressed interest in reauthorizing dam projects 

on the Flint River that were deauthourized in the 1970’s.  

Opponents of damming the Flint River cite water conservation as a more effective and economical than a 

dam and reservoir as well as evaporation from a reservoir as a net loss of water from the river basin.  

Advocates for damming the Flint River contend that reservoirs on the Flint could reduce dependency on 

releases from Lake Lanier for users downstream.  The Flint joins the Chattahoochee to form the Apalachicola 

River at the Florida state line. 

The Flint River is one of only forty rivers in the nation's contiguous forty-eight states that flow unimpeded for 

more than 200 river miles.  It is home to an abundance of unusual animals and plants. Unique to the 

Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint system are the shoal bass which is highly prized among fishermen. One 

site for a dam and reservoir, Sprewell Bluff, remains today a unique botanical melting pot of coastal plains 

flora growing in proximity to plants and trees usually found in Georgia's mountainous areas.  

TU believes that water conservation and efficiency should be at the heart of any water management plan.  

The Georgia Environmental Action Network (GEAN) issued an alert urging your U.S. Representative to resist 

efforts to dam the Flint River.  You can read the alert and take action at 

http://www.protectgeorgia.net/takeaction.asp?aaid=3908 .  American Rivers published a similar alert 

https://secure2.convio.net/amr/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=1117  directed at Governor 

Sonny Perdue as well as U.S. Representatives Westmorland, Deal and those representing Atlanta to express 

opposition to damming the Flint River.                                        ( continued )  
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 GA TU will send you alerts about cold water conservation and sportsmen's issues through TU National and our local 

partners - Georgia Wildlife Federation’s (GWF) Camouflage Coalition and Georgia Conservation Voter’s Georgia 

Environmental Action Network (GEAN).  We encourage you to sign up with these organizations to receive alerts on 

other issues that are not cold water related about which you may have an interest. 

( continued ) 

 Join the Camouflage Coalition www.camocoalition.com  

 Join GEAN www.protectgeorgia.net  

TU National Action Center is a place where you can stay on top of TU’s government affairs work. Here you can search 

for current, federal legislation relevant to TU’s mission and read a brief description about what the bill does and whether 

TU supports it. You can also take action on specific issues by sending your comments to the appropriate decision-

maker. Finally, you can search for your elected representatives and read background information and obtain contact 

information. We hope you can use these tools to engage in our advocacy work and help to influence key decision-

makers.  

  

  

Trout Unlimited is North America’s leading coldwater fisheries conservation organization, with more than 150,000 

members – including over 3,600 members in the Georgia – dedicated to the protection and restoration of trout and 

salmon fisheries and their watersheds.  More information about Georgia Trout Unlimited is available at 

www.georgiatu.org.  

  

  

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

Contact information 

Officers contact information can be found on our website www.goldrushtu.org look under tab Our 

chapter, chapter contacts. Feel free to email or call if you have any questions, or need information. 

_______________________________________________________________________________  


