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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Gold Rush TU Chapter’s Meeting Place 

Camp Glisson, Ivie Lodge, Dahlonega, GA visit their website at www.campglisson.org 

 

1st Tuesday of the Month   6:30 PM – Social & Dinner   7:00 PM – Program & Meeting 

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, 7 April 2009   Program: Program begins at 7 PM. The program for 

April 7 will include a Graphite Rod Building Clinic by Pat Patillo. Visitors welcome.  

We meet the first Tuesday of every month in Ivie Lodge at beautiful Camp Glisson just north of Dahlonega. Dinner is 

served at 6:30 PM. while it lasts, and programs start around 7:00 PM. All members and guest are welcome! Camp 

Glisson is just two miles north of Dahlonega on Highway 60. Turn left onto Camp Glisson Road and continue about one 

mile through the camp to the bridge on your right. Cross the bridge and Ivie Lodge is 100 yards on the left. 

See you there! 

At every regular chapter meeting there will be a raffle for fishing or camping items. Fundraiser money is used for projects 

on education, restoration and helps promote our vision. Bring an item to donate and a dollar or two for raffle tickets – it’s 

FUN and you might win something. 

We also do “FLYSWATTERS” You bring two flies that you have tied or bought, one fly is donated to the chapter for a 

future raffle at the cookout; you will receive a ticket for the other fly which is placed on the FLYSWATTER. The 

Flyswatter Flies are raffled that night. Tickets may be purchased for $3.00. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

New Website 

John Simmons, a dedicated member of Gold Rush TU is volunteering his time and talent and has 

created us a new professional website. Please check out the new website and send John a big 

Thank You!! www.goldrushtu.org  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question: Are fisherman all liars, or do only liars fish? 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Gold Rush Chapter #733 Membership 

Welcome New Members: Steve Dotson, Emily Foisy, Ben Traic, Randy Johnson, Josh Turner, Howard 

Banks, Seth Kirkland, Victor Wallace, Tony Page, Daniel Bosanko, Frog Hollow Fly Fishing, John and Kenny 

Simmons 

Renewed/Contributed: William Attridge, Henry Bazella, Richard Trotter, Jeff Weltzien 

Soon to Expire, RENEW TODAY: Angela Arnold, Jack Barnett, Harley Cofield, Raymond Deblois, Thomas 

Paholski, Ron Peterson, Dennis Pitts, Scott Surles 

Expired, renew immediately: Trent Conner, Scott Goss, Edward Robinson 

Transferred in from Ga. Foothills: Shirley Hastings, Welcome to Gold Rush. 

You can join/renew by logging on to www.tu.org or calling 1-800-834-2419 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Join the Celebration 

2009 marks the 50

th

 anniversary of Trout Unlimited 

www.campglisson.org
www.goldrushtu.org
www.tu.org
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Chapter Report 

Deborah Scott 

 The calendar says spring began the 20

th

 of March and we have had some really nice weather since 

then, but of course Easter is still on its way and there is always a good cold chill to experience 

before then. Opening day of Trout season was a bit challenging, but if you took advantage of all the 

good fishing days prior on our wonderful DH sections you have some memories and lies to tell. DNR 

has stocked some really nice sized fish and the trout have ample water to navigate with the rains we 

have had, they may well be disbursed now. Summer will be here soon with hot days and you may 

need to head high in the mountains to find that cool water. Our lakes and watersheds are always up 

for some good fishing, Crappie, spots, stripers, walleye and white bass are fair game on Lanier and 

many of the boat ramps have opened up with the lake just around 10’ to go full pool. I am looking 

forward to catching those Longnose Gar on my fly rod, and just doing some bug popping on those 

shady banks and points. Don’t be ashamed to break out those spinning rods, fishing is fishing 

whatever the equipment.  Spread your knowledge and joy, take your children fishing whatever their 

age and don’t forget the grandkids, tis a legacy to share. I know, your busy digging in the dirt, trying 

to get the garden ready to plant, cleaning out the garage or basement for a yard sale, who knows, 

excuses, excuses, just take some time to go fishing and consider it medicinal. Been awhile, so read 

on, got lots to tell. FISH ON!      Deborah 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Upcoming Events 

  7 April – Gold Rush Chapter Meeting – Graphite rod building by Pat Patillo 

11 April – Yahoola Trails Workday, Yahoola Park, Dahlonega, 10am-3pm ctc Fred Ruppel 

12 April – Easter Sunday 

18 April – Smith Creek Workday, ctc Tailwater Chapter 

25 April – North Fork Moccasin Creek Workday 

25 April – TROUT EXPO, 10am-4pm Highlands College, Rome, GA need volunteers ctc Deborah 

1-3 May – SE TU Rally, Hungry Mother, see www.tu.org  

 5 May – Gold Rush Chapter Meeting – Lumpkin Co High School students presentation on  

               Cane Creek stream monitoring project 

 9 May – Blue Ridge Chapter Fundraiser – High Country Boil, 530pm, see www.blueridgetu.com  

10 May – Mothers Day 

16 May – Stover Creek Workday 

23May – Betty Creek Workday for Trout Camp 

28-30 May – SE FFF Conclave at Calloway Gardens 

30 May – TU Council Meeting, Blairsville, GA, 9am  

7-12 Jun – TROUT CAMP..get your background check forms in now, if you plan to volunteer see  

                   www.tu.org Trout Camp 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Stream of the Month 

Make plans for these future fishing trips. If you would like to guide one of these trips or have a favorite stream you’d like to share with the chapter 

members, please let us know.  

      Jan   Noontootla/Stover Creek Blue Ridge WMA 

      Feb   Amicalola DH (flexible) 

  March   Chattahoochee DH or Tallulah (Caddis Hatch) 

    April   Chattooga DH Camping (Can’t miss trip!!!) 

     May   Davidson, NC (Green Drakes?) 

    June   Upper Chattahoochee (Stockers and wild fish) 

     July   Coopers/Rock Creek (Nice wet wading and dry fly action) 

August   Toccoa Tailwater (Best bet) 

    Sept   Stover/Three Forks 

      Oct   Conasauga River, Cohutta Wilderness Area 

www.tu.org
www.blueridgetu.com
www.tu.org
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     Nov   Smith’s Creek DH 

     Dec   Dukes Creek (flexible) 

These are only suggestions of streams for each month, please feel free to contact any of our board members, many of our members volunteer their 

time and knowledge to take someone fishing on these and other waters. 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

April / May Stream of the Month 

 A lot of us will be fishing the Chattooga the month of April; anyone interested can contact any of the officers.  

The STOTM for May is North Carolina’s Davidson River, in the Pisgah National Forest near Brevard. 

The Davidson is a fairly large, easy to wade stream, with a good population of rainbows and browns especially 

in the fly-fishing only section. There should be some very good hatches at this time of the year, Hendricksons, 

Sulfurs, numerous caddis and (if you hit it lucky) Green Drakes. 

The river is just north of Brevard. Follow 64 through Brevard and turn left on 276. Look for Davidson River 

Outfitters on the left. You can get your N.C. license here and also find out what’s hatching. They might even 

sell you the hot pattern for the current conditions. 

 The river follows 276 for several miles and will be on your left. Numerous pull offs and parking areas give 

good access to the stream. The lower part of the river is heavily stocked and open to all types of fishing. 

Above Avery Creek, the regulations are fly-fishing only, catch and release. As you continue, Highway 276 

leaves the Davidson where it intersects with FS 475. Turn left and cross the bridge on 475 to access the upper 

river (fish hatchery sign)  

Camping is available at the Davidson River Campground, which is on your left on the lower part of the river. 

This is a large campground with several sections and hot showers.  

I like to camp in the Riverbend area where it is a short walk to the fly-fishing only section. 

Other streams in the area are Looking Glass Creek, North Mills River, and more. 

I would give you directions to Brevard, but you’d swear there’s a better way. Try Mapquest. 

Anyone interested in this trip or possible being a guide, please contact Deborah Scott, littlebee7@yahoo.com 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

April Hatches 

The Bugs                          Time of Month             Time of Day                  Suggested Flies                                 . 

  

Quill Gordon Mayfly                Early                      L am to M pm                 12-14 Quill Gordon  

                                                                                                                  12-14 Quill Gordon Nymph 

  

Blue Quill Mayfly                     Early                        L am to M pm                 16-18 Blue Quill, BWO, or Blue Dun 

                                                                                                                   16-18 Prince or Pheasant Tail  

  

Small Dun Caddis                All Month                   L am to M pm                  16-18 Gray Elk Hair or Deer Hair Caddis 

     (Important)                                                                         10-14 March Brown Nymph, Dark Hare's Ear, or Pheasant Tail  

  

Cream Caddis                    All Month                     M day to L pm                 12-14 Elk Hair Caddis 

    (Very important)                                                                                       12-14 Dark Cream Caddis Pupa 

  

Yellow Stonefly                         Late                          E to L am         14-16 Yellow Stimulator or Elk Hair Caddis (Yellow) 

                                                                                L pm to dark                   14-16 Yellow Stone Nymph 

  

Light Cahill Mayfly                    Late                           E to L pm                    12-14 Light Cahill  

     (Important)                                                                                               12-14 Light Cahill Nymph              

  

Speckled Gray Caddis              Late                          M to L pm                      12-14 Dark Elk Hair or Deer Hair Caddis 

                                                                                                                      12-14 Dun & Yel/Brn Caddis Pupa 

  

Midges                                All Month                        All Day                           18-22 Griffith's Gnat 

                                                                                                                       18-22 Midge Pupa    

mailto:littlebee7@yahoo.com
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FLY TYING 

Congratulation Pat Patillo, on your win!! Great tying! 

The 2009 Southern Appalachian Fly Tying Championship has concluded. The Chattahooche-

Nantahala Chapter of Trout Unlimited wished to thank all those involved for their help in our first 

year of what we hope will be an annual event for years to come.  

All contestants were required to submit a mandatory fly (Hazel Creek) and a second fly of their 

choosing.  

This year's winners were: 

  

Louis Kasamis, New City, NY $100 - Royal Wulff 

 

 

 

 

 

   

John Pool, Jasper, GA $50 - Tennessee Madam 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 Pat Patillo, Dahlonega, GA $25 - Ole Pat's Skittering Caddis 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for all you did to help us get the word out for this year's contest.  We would 

appreciate your support next November when we start to get the word out for our 2010 

Contest.  We'll be in touch this fall! 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Trout Camp 

This year we will be sponsoring two campers for trout camp. Nick from Dublin, Ga, and Elly from 

Dahlonega. Congratulations future TU anglers, you are going to camp. Soon you will be receiving a 

list of what to bring, as well as the required health and release forms. To you TU members, 

volunteers are always needed to help with trout camp and you do get back more than you give. 

Betty Creek Workday will be 23 May, we can carpool. Last year we pruned a lot and built several 

gabions, this year should be much easier. Join us for a day on the creek to prepare for Trout Camp. 

Visit www.georgiatu.org Trout Camp for more details, or contact one of your board members.  

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Contact information 

Officers contact information can be found on our website www.goldrushtu.org look under tab Our 

chapter, chapter contacts. Feel free to email or call if you have any questions, or need information. 

www.georgiatu.org
www.goldrushtu.org
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Educational Opportunities 

  The Yahoola Creek Trails Conservancy http://yahoolacreektrails.org/ is working with the Lumpkin 

County Middle School to offer outdoor enrichment activities for their after school program.  As part of 

the program they have partnered with the Gold Rush Chapter of Trout Unlimited (TU). Henry 

Bazella, along with several other TU volunteers, developed a session that helps the students 

understand the sport of Fly Fishing. They provided classroom education with fly tying 

demonstrations plus outdoor hands-on fly casting. The first session was held on Thursday March 12 

with 2 groups that totaled 30 students.  The day was an outstanding success and the students were 

very interested and involved and especially enjoyed the opportunity to go out and do some actual fly 

casting. The next session will be held on Thursday March 26 at the Lumpkin County Middle School. 

At this session the students will tie their own flies and continue their casting practice.   

A special thanks to the Federation of Fly Fishers, Sierra Club, and Temple Fork Outfitters for their 

support and donation of five fly fishing outfits to assist TU in the promotion of the sport. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Dream Trip Winners 

A few of us went to the Hoot on the Hooch, always a great time to be had at the Helendorf in Helen. 

Thanks Foothills for a great fundraiser.  Our very own Carl Riggs of the Blue Ridge Chapter was the 

winner of the Dream Trip, like most of us he sold the ticket to himself and also gets to fish 

Nacoochee Bend.  

See all the winners on www.georgiatu.org or http://georgiatu.org/html/dream_vacation_2007.html  

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Lumpkin County River Rendezvous 

The Biology Department at North Georgia College and State University sponsored a River 

Rendezvous on September 20th, 2008 to assess the water quality of the Chestatee River 

Watershed. A River Rendezvous is one-day sampling event when local communities measure 

various aspects of water quality to provide a general snap-shot of watersheds overall health. 

The Lumpkin County River Rendezvous hopes to inventory between 30-50 sites in the Chestatee 

River and its tributaries, collecting data on water temperature, conductivity, dissolved oxygen, pH 

and E.coli levels. 

http://yahoolacreektrails.org/
www.georgiatu.org
http://georgiatu.org/html/dream_vacation_2007.html
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Gold Rush members, Ken, Fred, and Bill volunteer their time taking water samples on the Chestatee 

River as part of the River Rendezvous headed by the Biology Dept at the NGCSU. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Striper Fishing 

Last month, Henry Cowen, was our guest speaker for our chapter meeting. Henry is a fishing guide 

and avid fly tier. He is more than just a guide and tier, check out his website and you will see he is 

the man for stripped bass. http://www.henrycowenflyfishing.com/ Our very own Richard is a good 

friend of Henry’s. Henry must have shared some secrets with Richard. Just look what Richard pulled 

out of Lake Lanier.  Our very own Jim Neale went on a trip with Henry, the strippers may have been 

a little elusive that day but the spots were not, Jim is hoping to have a record fish on specific tackle. 

Hey I was just out on the dock one early evening, fishing with my hubby and pulled in this Big 

Mama! Thanks Henry, we were listening! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Rainbow Trout with Green Tag in Toccoa 

 

From:  Blue Ridge Mountain Trout Unlimited                                                     March 25, 2009 

For immediate distribution to all trout fisherman on the Toccoa River  

                WE NEED YOUR HELP for an important fish study in progress by Georgia Department of Natural 

Resources.  There is a drawing for a Georgia Lifetime Sportsman’s License for one lucky person who 

participates in the study, but the real benefit for all of us is important scientific information about the fish 

and the fishery. 

                DNR has been studying trout in the Toccoa River tailwater, and Region I Fisheries Biologist John 

Damer needs to upgrade the detail of data by tagging stocked fish to get more specific information about 

individual fish.  To accomplish this tagging study, fishermen who catch a tagged fish should report their catch 

http://www.henrycowenflyfishing.com/
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by telephone and mail in the tag.  Just doing those two things makes the fisherman eligible for the drawing 

AND enhances the data and Mr. Damer’s ability to understand and improve the fishery.  Just follow these 

easy steps if you catch a rainbow trout with a GREEN tag.  

1. Remove the tag by cutting it with a knife, nippers, etc., as close as possible to the fish's body (do not pull 

the tag out of the fish if you plan to release it, as this will likely injure the fish severely).  You can then keep or 

release the fish as you would do normally. 

2. Call the Calhoun Fisheries office at 706-624-1161 to report the tag.  Make sure you have the tag number 

ready when you call.   

3. The person you talk to over the phone will ask you a few questions about when, where, and how you 

caught the fish and then they will provide you with an address where you should mail the tag.  Please make 

sure to mail the tag in, because only tags that we physically receive back will be entered into the drawing for 

a Lifetime Sportsman's License.  Even if you do not wish to be entered into the drawing, please still mail the 

tag back as it is important in calculating estimates of non-reporting (how many anglers catch tagged fish but 

do not report them). 

MORE IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 

-Tags are green, about 1.5" long, and implanted on the fish's left side just below the dorsal fin. 

-Roughly 600 tagged rainbows will be stocked each month  from March through August.  (Tagged fish are 

already in the river as of this announcement on March 25).  

-The drawing for the lifetime license will be held sometime in Spring 2010, and only ONE license will be 

awarded. 

 

JOHN DAMER ASKED US TO PASS ON THE FOLLOWING:  “Please send my thanks to anyone who returns a tag, 

as it means a lot to the State of Georgia AND to me personally.  Hopefully the information gathered through 

these tag returns will help us to better understand the trout fishery on the Toccoa River, and to make good, 

sound decisions about how it will be managed in the future.” 

Blue Ridge Mountain Trout Unlimited is supporting this study by furnishing the Lifetime Sportsman’s License 

and by encouraging fishermen to report tagged fish.  This is an important study for Georgia and for those 

who love to fish for trout, so please take the time to report tagged fish and to mail in the tag. 

In anticipation and appreciation for your support, I wish you good fishing and tight lines, 

Ralph Artigliere 

President 

Blue Ridge Mountain Trout Unlimited 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Work, work, Work and No play! 

 

OH, but we did get to play after we got done with the work. Quite a few of us went up to Frog Hollow 

and did a little river clean up on the Chestatee. What a beautiful stretch of river.  Frog Hollow Fly 

Fishing is a business member of Trout Unlimited Gold Rush Chapter. Welcome John and Kenny 

Simmons to our chapter. John is already hard at work earning his keep with designing us a new 

website, Kenny will be doing a presentation soon on Frog Hollow and hopefully share some of his 

artistic talent and tell us about his gallery in Dahlonega. Visit these websites, 

http://froghollowflyfishing.com/index.html , http://www.thefroghollowcompany.com/  

http://froghollowflyfishing.com/index.html
http://www.thefroghollowcompany.com/
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The morning workday was spent picking up any foreign debris that did not belong in the river, 

trimming, hauling, and pruning. We cooked hamburgers and hotdogs for lunch and Kenny’s Mom 

provided some really great fixins to go along with them. Thanks for the hospitality! These are 

pictures that I took, Kenny also took some professional pictures of our adventures and can all be 

seen and purchased on http://froghollow.smugmug.com/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Future Plans 

As you can see we have all been very busy so far this year. There is so much more that will be 

going on there won’t be a weekend or day during the week that you will not be able to volunteer you 

time towards our mission as TU members and still have time to go fishing. Let’s see if I can arouse 

your interest and motivate you into action. Trout Camp mentoring, After School Program with fly 

tying and TFO Rod casting, Water samplings on Stover and Chester creeks, stream habitat 

structures and maintenance workdays, fundraisers, cookouts with fly fishing and casting clinics, map 

reading and orienteering program, master bamboo fly rod craftsman program, Campout fishing trips, 

fly tying classes, fly casting classes, just to name a few. Come join us make some new friends and 

memories that will last a life time.  

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Gold Rush Chapter Rechartered 

We have been doing such a great job they have decided to keep us on.  Every four years our 

Georgia Council has to decide if we are an effective chapter, according to the information given on 

the Chapter Effectiveness report and the communication we have with our council. At the last 

council meeting we were awarded our Certificate of Appreciation, Trout Unlimited acknowledges the 

rechartering of Gold Rush #733 and appreciates it exemplary work as a dedicated supporter of 

efforts to conserve, protect and restore North America’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds. 

Dated Sept. 2009 by the TU Board of Trustees. Congratulations and Thanks to all of those 

dedicated members over all these years that made this possible.  

http://froghollow.smugmug.com/

